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As a part of the 2015-17 Wisconsin state budget bill, the State Legislature created a new 
grant program for farmers at the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and 
Consumer Protection (WDATCP) – called the Producer Led Watershed Protection Grant 
Program.  The new grant program is specifically for farmers within a watershed to further 
develop voluntary, innovative solutions to water quality concerns, to help reduce 
agricultural nonpoint source pollution.   
 
DATCP will award grants up to $20,000 each year to qualified producer groups.  The 
groups must have at least five agricultural producers, each of whom operates as an eligible 
farm in one (i.e., in the same) watershed, that wish to voluntarily conduct nonpoint source 
water pollution abatement activities in the watershed.  The producer group must be 
formed as a legal entity and must, through a memorandum of understanding, and 
collaborate on their project with at least one of the following organizations: the 
Department of Natural Resources, the Department of Agriculture, a county land 
conservation committee, the University of Wisconsin-Extension or the Discovery Farms 
program of the University of Wisconsin-Extension, or a nonprofit conservation 
organization. The group must also contribute matching funds equal to 50 percent of eligible 
costs and must file an annual report with the department. 
 
Activities that will likely be eligible for the grants could include cover crops, strip tillage, 
grass waterways, and vertical manure injection, among others.   
 
DATCP is working to develop the administrative rule, which establish the criteria for the 
issuance of grant funds, define what can be included in matching funds and establish 
timelines for grant applications and awards. 
 
It is expected that the emergency rule for this grant program will be issued by the end of 
February 2016 and the first request for grant proposals will be issued at the beginning of 
March 2016.  Because of the timing of this rule in this biennium, it is anticipated that the 
first set of grant awards will be made in April. 
 
Farmers who are interested in seeking funds for a voluntary producer-led water quality 
project should begin forming their producer group and identifying their collaborative 
partner in anticipation of the spring request for grant proposals.  Additional information 
can be found on DATCP’s web site: 
http://datcp.wi.gov/(X(1)S(31jiwnbwesnfgiuvz2n53z0g))/Environment/Land_and_Water
_Conservation/index.aspx?Id=237 . 
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Farmers who have questions or would like more information can also contact the 
Wisconsin Pork Association office at 1-800-822-7675, or e-mail Tammy Vaassen at 
tvaassen@wppa.org.   
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