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Dietitians Tour Wisconsin Farms

Mikayla Wehrle, Mike Salter, Tammy Vaassen, and AV Roth met with Senator 
Ron Johnson (center) while in Washington, D.C. as part of the NPPC Spring 
Legislative Action Conference. Producers from 20 states gathered for the event to 
lobby lawmakers on important pork industry issues. For more details on the topics 
discussed as part of the legislative action conference see the SIP Updates on page 6.
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Welcome to the newest edition of the 
Wisconsin Pork Headlines! 

While many of you have been busy in 
the fields this spring, we too, have been 
busy with spring legislative and promotion 
projects. Wisconsin producers and WPA 
staff attended NPPC’s spring Legislative 
Action Conference in Washington, D.C. in 
April. We continue to monitor both state 
and national level legislative issues.

We hosted our first Virtual Field Trip 
to a Pig Farm on April 26 and had six 
classrooms participate live. We also  
participated in a day of farm tours with 
Wisconsin dietitians in April. 

Planning for the Pork Schoppe at the 
Wisconsin State Fair, which will run 
August 4-14, and our annual Pork Classic 
Golf outing to be held September 7 is also 
well underway.

Happy Spring,
  Tammy & Mandy

From the Staff . . .

Members of the Wisconsin Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics  
recently joined Wisconsin Pork Association, Wisconsin Beef Council, 
CommonGround, and the Dairy Business Milk Marketing Cooperative for 
a day of farm tours. The group visited four different farms, including the 
Wyttenbach Family’s Maize-N-Bacon pig farm. While visiting, attendees 
learned about biosecurity practices, animal care, manure management, and 
other information on how pigs are raised today. Other stops on the tour 
included United Dreams Dairy, Pierce’s Hereford Haven, and Cedar View 
Farms. To conclude the day of tours, attendees heard from Culver’s co-
founder, Craig Culver, during an evening reception and had the opportunity 
to spend more time talking with the farmers.

The farm tours were part of the Wisconsin Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics annual conference, held April 20-22 in Wisconsin Dells. Wisconsin 
Pork Association also took part in a tradeshow during the conference to 
provide attendees with lean pork recipes, nutritional information, and other 
materials about pork and pork production. 
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Are You Ready for January 1, 2017?
Article Provided by the Minnesota Pork Board
Th e U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is taking a 

new approach on the judicious use of medically important (to 
treat human illness) antibiotics in food-animal production. It 
involves voluntary cooperation by all sectors. Here’s a snapshot 
of FDA’s time line to implement these changes.

Guidance 209: In 2010, FDA outlined its intent and 
recommendations regarding growth promotion uses of medically 
important antibiotics in food-animal production. Th is action 
applies to both feed-grade and water-based antibiotics. FDA 
also specifi ed that veterinarian oversight will increase for the 
remaining therapeutic applications (prevention, treatment and 
control) of medically important antibiotics.

Guidance 213: On Dec. 11, 2013, FDA initiated a three-
year transition process to complete its food-animal antibiotic 
strategy. Th is action requests animal-health companies to 
outline intentions to voluntarily remove any production/
growth-promotion uses from product labels of medically 
important antibiotics. Th e guidance also eliminates over-the-
counter status of these medications and increases veterinary 
oversight for on-farm therapeutic use by requiring a veterinary 
feed directive (VFD) for feed applications and a prescription for 
water treatments. Jan. 1, 2017, is when implementation begins.

Final VFD Rule: On June 3, 2015, FDA announced the fi nal 
VFD rule. According to the agency, the fi nal rule outlines 
specifi c details of the VFD process for medically important (to 
treat human infections) feed-grade antibiotics.

Th ere are still many questions about the new antibiotic 
guidelines that will come into eff ect on January 1, 2017. To help 
answer some of the questions regarding how to prepare and 
what to expect we have enlisted the help of two experts: Dr. Liz 
Wagstrom- DVM, Chief Veterinarian, National Pork Producers 

Council and Dr. Laura Bruner- DVM, Swine Vet Center, St. 
Peter, MN.

1.  What medications will need a VFD on January 1, 2017? 
Dr. Wagstrom: All antibiotics will require a VFD on January 

1, 2017 EXCEPT: 
 •Bacitracin   •Tiamulin
 •Bambermycin  •Narasin
 •Carbadox 
2. What are the major changes that will happen because of 

the revised VFD rule?
Dr. Wagstrom: 

3. Can antibiotic inventory that was purchased prior to 
January 1, 2017 that now require a VFD be administered 
without a VFD? 

Dr. Bruner : All feed grade antibiotics that were deemed 
medically important for human medicine will require a VFD, 
regardless of the date that the antibiotic was purchased.

     Continued on page 7

Previous Rule Revised Rule
2 year record retention 2 year record retention
Original document to feed 
mill

May email or fax document

No extra-label use No extra-label use 
Order for tons of feed Order for number of days 
No refi lls, unless on label No refi lls, unless on label 
Written for one group of 
animals on a premise

Attached list of premises for 
each mill 

VCPR required State or federalVCPR
Max of 6 mo. Expiration

Insurance Company
Rural Mutual www.ruralins.com

As the leading insurer of Wisconsin farms, we recognize that agri-business requires special protection. After all, your farm operation is 
your home, your business, and a considerable capital investment.

To protect your livelihood, call 1-877-219-9550 or visit our website and we can show you the variety of coverage’s available to address all 
your insurance needs.   

Premiums Paid Here, Stay Here To Keep Wisconsin Strong.



Basics for Farmers on the Emergency Planning and  
Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA)
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By Jordan Lamb, DeWitt Ross & Stevens
The Wisconsin Emergency Management (WEM) Division of 

the Wisconsin Department of Military Affairs is responsible for 
implementing the federal Emergency Planning and Community 
Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA) at the state and local levels.  If 
you store or use certain substances on your farm, you could be 
subject to certain planning and reporting requirements under 
the federal Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-
Know Act.

EPCRA generally requires those who fall under the law to 
(1) engage in emergency planning notification for extremely 
hazardous substances; (2) provide emergency planning 
information to Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC); 
(3) provide notification of any release of hazardous substances if 
it occurs; and (4) pay a fee to Wisconsin Emergency Management 
(fees waived for employers with less than 10 FTE employees.)

Am I required to engage in Emergency Planning Notification 
for Extremely Hazardous Substances?  

You are subject to emergency planning notification if you have 
an “Extremely Hazardous Substance” (EHS) present on your 
farm at or above the threshold planning quantity (TPQ).

1.Determine whether you have an EHS:  Extremely Hazardous 
Substances (EHS) are identified under 40 CFR Part 335.  To 
view and search the list online, go to: http://1.usa.gov/1TXucqS.  
Review the list to see if you use or store substances that qualify 
as an EHS.

If you need help translating common agricultural chemical 
brand names, Wisconsin Emergency Management has put 
together a list online at http://emergencymanagement.wi.gov/
EPCRA/forms/EPCRA_farmer_chemlist.pdf. Examples of some 
of the trade names of chemicals included on the list include: 
Anhydrous Ammonia, Monitor, Counter, Thimet 20G/Phorate 
20G, and Gramoxone-Extra.  

2.Determine whether you use or store an EHS at or above the 
threshold planning quantity.  The threshold planning quantity 
(TPQ) triggers the requirements for Emergency Planning 
and Notification under EPRCA.  For Extremely Hazardous 
Substances (EHS) (lists available at http://1.usa.gov/1TTcKku 
and http://1.usa.gov/1WB1YGz) you must report if you use or 
store either 500 pounds or the Threshold Planning Quantity 
(TPQ), whichever is lower. Examples of TPQ: Anhydrous 
Ammonia – 500 lb.; Monitor – 100 lb.; Thimet – 10 lb.; Counter 
– 100 lb.  

My farm is subject to EPCRA.  What do I do next?
Farms subject to EPCRA must provide Emergency Planning 

Notification to Wisconsin Emergency Management and the 

appropriate Local Emergency Planning Committee, within 
60 days after an EHS is present at the facility at or above the 
TPQ. The owner/operator may submit an Emergency Planning 
Notification the following ways:

1.Submit the required data in the Wisconsin Hazmat Online 
Planning and Reporting System or WHOPRS, which is the 
EPCRA online system for Wisconsin available online at https://
whoprs.wisconsin.gov/, OR 

2.Submit a paper form to WEM.  We have been advised that 
WEM is currently revising their paper forms for farm reporting 
and asks that farmers call WEM at (608) 242-3225 for assistance 
with determining specific farm reporting obligations and 
formats.

Am I required to pay a fee? 
The operator of a facility with 10 FTE (Fulltime Equivalent) 

employees or greater in Wisconsin (20,800 hrs. or greater 
annually) must submit to WEM an Emergency Planning 
Notification Fee Statement and one-time $1080.00 Emergency 
Planning Fee within 60 days of having an EHS present at the 
facility at or above the TPQ. If the fee is submitted after the 60 
days, a 20% late payment surcharge ($216.00) must be included 
with the onetime planning fee.  

The number of FTE employees is determined by totaling the 
hours worked during the calendar year by all the operator’s 
employees in the State and dividing that total by 2080 hours. 
If the operator of a facility has less than 10 FTE employees in the 
State, he/she is exempt from the one-time planning fee payment. 

If you are exempt from paying the fee, you still must file an 
Emergency Planning Notification Fee Statement indicating a fee 
exemption.  This can be submitted either on paper or using the 
WHOPRS system.

Additional Requirements
In addition to compliance with the emergency planning 

notification requirements and fee requirements, federal law 
requires notification if hazardous substances are released or 
discharged on or from the farm.  In addition, depending on the 
quantity and type of chemical present at the farm, you may be 
required to file a safety data sheet (SDS) with WEM.  

For complete information from WEM on these requirements 
and EPCRA compliance, you may download and review the 
Wisconsin EPCRA booklet at: http://1.usa.gov/1Th14Zx, go 
to WEM’s website at http://emergencymanagement.wi.gov/
EPCRA/program.asp or call WEM’s EPCRA contact at (608) 
242-3225.  You may also contact the WPA office at 1-800-822-
7675 for further information.



NATIONAL PORK PRODUCERS COUNCIL
STRATEGIC INVESTMENT PROGRAM UPDATES
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NPPC Now Party to ‘Pork. The Other White Meat’ Lawsuit
The U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia Circuit 

granted NPPC’s motion to intervene in the lawsuit brought by 
the Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) against the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture over the sale of the Pork. The Other 
White Meat trademarks. The win for NPPC came after USDA’s 
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) decided that, based on 
its review of the value of four trademarks the National Pork 
Board purchased from NPPC, it would continue to approve the 
Pork Board’s annual payments for the trademarks. NPPC sold 
the trademarks to the Pork Board in 2006 for about $35 million. 
NPPC financed the purchase over 20 years, making the Pork 
Board’s annual payment $3 million. The sale was an arms-length 
transaction with a lengthy negotiation in which both parties 
were represented by legal counsel, and USDA, which oversees the 
federal Pork Checkoff program administered by the Pork Board, 
approved the purchase. In 2012, HSUS, a lone Iowa farmer and 
the Iowa Citizens for Community Improvement filed suit against 
USDA, seeking to have the sale rescinded. The U.S. District Court 
dismissed the suit for lack of standing, but a federal appeals 
court in August 2015 reinstated it. Subsequently, USDA agreed 
to review the purchase, including conducting a valuation of the 
trademarks. In a frequently-asked-questions document on its 
website, AMS said the value of the four trademarks is between 
$113 million and $132 million. HSUS is pressing forward with 
its lawsuit despite the trademarks today being worth nearly four 
times what NPPC sold them for in 2006. 

Agriculture Funding Bill Includes FOIA Exemption for 
Checkoff Programs

The fiscal 2017 funding bill for agricultural programs run by 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture includes language supported 
by NPPC and other agricultural organizations that would 
exempt from the federal Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
research and promotion boards funded by grower checkoff fees. 
The legislation, approved in April by the House Appropriations 
Committee, is pending full House approval. USDA now complies 
with FOIA requests, subject to certain exemptions, on behalf the 
14 commodity organizations that administer checkoff programs 
and bills them for costs associated with such requests, including 
records searches. In an April 11 letter to the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and 
Drug Administration and Related Agencies, NPPC and the 
other organizations pointed out that checkoff funds used for the 
operations and activities of the commodity organizations are 
paid by producers and industry stakeholders and that employees 
of the organizations are not federal employees. As such, they 
shouldn’t be subject to FOIA, said the agricultural groups.

TTIP Tottering Toward Oblivion?
The future of the Transatlantic Trade and Investment 

Partnership (TTIP) free trade agreement now being negotiated 
between the United States and the European Union is in doubt 
after leaked documents on the trade talks showed the sides are 
far apart and after French President Hollande said his country 
wouldn’t accept the deal as it now stands. He said France will 
not jeopardize “essential principles for our agriculture, for our 
culture …,” likely referring to the absence in the negotiations 
of acceptance of the EU’s precautionary principle, which rejects 
actions or policies that have any risk of causing harm to the 
public or the environment. U.S. and EU negotiators  recently 
held their 13th round of talks on TTIP in New York. While 
NPPC supports the deal, it is skeptical of progress being made 
on it based on the intransigence of the EU on various issues. 
NPPC is concerned about the many critical ideological rifts 
that remain on agriculture. While the EU is willing to eliminate 
tariffs on nearly all goods, for example, it announced publicly it 
is unwilling to eliminate them on beef, poultry and pork. It also 
is refusing to reconsider its stance on beef hormones and the feed 
additive ractopamine, which is used in beef and pork production. 
NPPC wants in TTIP the same deal it has gotten in the 20 other 
free trade agreements the United States has concluded and in the 
TPP, which was recently finalized: elimination of tariff and non-
tariff barriers on U.S. pork exports.

Argentina’s Openness to Trade Could Benefit U.S. Pork
NPPC hopes recent remarks from Martín Lousteau, 

Argentina’s ambassador to the United States, about the Latin 
American trade bloc MERCOSUR – Argentina, Brazil, 
Paraguay, Uruguay and Venezuela – being more open to a 
trade agreement with the European Union will prompt action 
from the Obama administration on liberalizing trade with the 
South American nation. Argentinian President Mauricio Macri 
and President Obama talked about the topic when they met in 
late March, with the pro-trade Macri, indicating his country 
could eventually sign a free trade agreement with the United 
States, and Obama pointing out that the two countries could 
more immediately address trade issues through a Trade and 
Investment Framework Agreement. NPPC continues to look for 
opportunities to expand exports in Latin America, and, among 
the non-FTA partner nations there, Argentina presents the best 
opportunity for expanding U.S. pork exports. NPPC already 
has been working with the U.S. Department of Agriculture in 
negotiating an export certificate with Argentina that would open 
its market to more U.S. pork.

     Continued on page 5
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SIP UPDATES
Continued from page 4

Pork Producers Participate in Washington Fly-In
More  than 130  pork  producers  from  around the country 

gathered in Washington, D.C. in April to lobby lawmakers on 
important pork industry issues as part of NPPC’s biannual 
legislative fly-in. Producers visited their senators’ and 
representatives’ Capitol Hill offices, urging them to back federal 
funding for addressing antibiotic resistance and for establishing 
a Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) vaccine bank, to oppose 
legislation that would allow for the intrastate commercial sale of 
uninspected meat and to support the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP) agreement. NPPC supports full allocation of the fiscal 
2016 $10 million budget request for the USDA’s Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) to implement the 
agency’s Antimicrobial Resistance Action Plan and $25 million 
of additional funding for research on antimicrobial resistance 
and antibiotic alternatives through USDA’s National Institute 
of Food and Agriculture and/or its Agricultural Research 
Service. The organization also wants Congress to appropriate at 
least $5 million for APHIS to set up an offshore FMD vaccine 
bank and is requesting that APHIS contract for production of 
enough vaccine to address the early stages of an outbreak and 
of the additional doses needed to respond to an outbreak. On 

the issue of uninspected meat, NPPC opposes the “Processing 
Revival and Intrastate Meat Exemption,” or PRIME, Act because 
it would create food safety risks, prevent animal diseases from 
being detected and addressed and undermine public confidence 
in the food supply. The TPP has been the top trade priority of 
NPPC, which led the agricultural industry in supporting the 
multilateral deal, which includes the United States, Australia, 
Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, 
New Zealand, Peru, Singapore and Vietnam. NPPC has been 
a strong, consistent supporter of free trade agreements and 
strongly supports the TPP, which will be the biggest commercial 
opportunity ever for U.S. pork producers. 

Strategic Investment Program
Funding for industry representation like those described above 

come directly from pork producer investment in NPPC’s Strategic 
Investment Program (SIP.)  SIP allows NPPC and Wisconsin Pork 
Association to: fight for reasonable legislation and regulation, 
develop export market opportunities, and proactively address 
issues of industry and consumer concern, including food 
safety, environment, and animal health and welfare.  Producers 
agree to contribute $0.10/$100 of market value. The ability to 
use these unrestricted funds better equips WPA and NPPC 
to respond to today’s threats on the state and national level. 
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BRED GILTS
Over 100 F1’s Monthly

With Due Dates!
a) Lean, clean, and productive
b) Call early to reserve
c) Endorsements in your area

and a lot more: over 200 open gilts
over 100 boars monthly: Hamp, Duroc,

York, Landrace, and Blue Line

WILSON’S PRAIRIE VIEW FARM
N5627 HWY. DD,

BURLINGTON, WI 53105
1-800-334-8082 OR 262-492-6601

Task Force Formed to Investigate Next  
Steps in Disease Eradication

Legislative Updates Correction
The Wisconsin Legislative Updates published in the March/

April issue of the Pork Headlines contained incomplete 
information about the following legislation: Adverse Possession 
Claims Against Private Property – ENACTED 2015 Wisconsin 
Act 200. Senate Bill 344 and Assembly Bill 465, authored by 
Senator Chris Kapenga (R-Delafield) and Representative David 
Craig (R-Big Bend) retains the law of adverse possession but 
clarifies how the title record holder (rightful landowner) can 
interrupt someone’s ability to adversely possess the rightful 
landowner’s property. The rightful landowner can now submit 
an “affidavit of interruption” along with a survey of the parcel 
to the register of deeds 
and notify the abutting 
neighbor via certified 
mail of the rightful 
landowner’s actions. 
Farmers own 14.5 
million acres of land 
throughout the state. 
This bill helps retain an 
important and useful 
law, but better clarifies 
how someone can stop 
an adverse possession 
claim against them. 
Senate Bill 344 was 
signed into law as WI 
Act 200 on March 1.

Save the date for the 17th annual Pork Classic golf outing to be 
held Wednesday, September 7. This year’s outing will be held at 
the Windwood of Watertown. 

The Pork Classic is planned by WPA for the purpose of 
allowing pork industry professionals to network and raise funds 
to support advocacy and legislative activities on behalf of the 
Wisconsin pork industry. 

Four person teams may register or individuals may sign up and 
we’ll put together a team for you. Registration includes 18 holes 
golf, cart, promotional gift, lunch, reception and dinner, along 
with hole, team, and door prizes. Sponsorship opportunities are 
also available. Watch for more details coming soon!

Pork Classic Golf Outing

The Wisconsin Pork Association recently organized a Porcine 
Reproductive and Respiratory Syndrome (PRRS)/Porcine 
Epidemic Diarrhea Virus (PEDv) Eradication Task Force. The 
Task Force is a sub-group of the existing Swine Health Committee.  
The group will host its’ first meeting in June to begin discussions 
on next steps the state of Wisconsin might take toward reducing 
or eradicating these costly diseases.

Background: WPA members formed a PRRS Task Force in 
2011 to discuss steps to reduce the prevalence of PRRS in the 
state. Initial steps included assessment of prevalence, producer 
education, and voluntary regional control. WPA offered rope test 
kits at no charge to farmers, and also paid for lab submission/
testing costs, as long as the results were shared with the 
association. Producer meetings were held to inform about testing 
and mapping of identified premises.  In 2012, the committee 
began discussions to request that the PRRS status of pigs coming 
into the state be disclosed on certificates of veterinary inspection 
(CVI). This was implemented in March of 2013 as an import 
permit with disclosure of PRRS status, as an import permit did 
not require a rule change through DATCP.  

After the introduction of PEDv into the U.S., the PRRS task 
force was reorganized as the WPA Swine Health Committee. In 
September 2013, the Swine Health Committee submitted a rule 
change request to DATCP to eliminate the requirement that a 
CVI include the statement that ‘no pseudorabies vaccine has been 
used on swine imported into Wisconsin’. In the alternative, the 
committee supported a rule that requires a statement disclosing 
PEDv and the PRRS status of the herd of origin, if known, be 
included on the CVI of imported swine. 

Fair Testing: Fair testing for PRRS was first completed in 
2013, with five fairs participating. In 2014, nine county fairs 
participated in testing, and PEDv testing was added to the 

program.  Fair testing was repeated in 2015, with five counties 
participating (both PCR and ELISA tests were requested.)  Efforts 
are underway to get more counties involved in testing in 2016.  

Next Steps: In 2015, there were several producer leaders who 
had discussed taking next steps in the state to further control or 
eradicate PRRS and PEDv.  The Swine Health Committee met in 
December, and asked to move forward with a scope statement 
from DATCP for a rule change.  They also asked for an updated 
review of CVIs of pigs entering the state.  There was no identified 
direction by the committee, but general consensus that it 
would make sense for Wisconsin to take the first steps towards 
eradication.  The WPA Board recommended that a small group 
of the Swine Health Committee get together to start to formalize 
a plan.  

WPA will keep producers updated as the Task Force meets and 
makes recommendations.  Anyone with questions or comments 
can contact the WPA office at 800-822-7675 or 608-723-7551.
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Be Prepared for Antibiotics Changes
Continued from page 2

For example, if I purchased Tylan 40 medication in November 
2016, any pigs being fed that medication starting January 1, 2017 
will require a VFD before it can be fed to pigs.

4. How will on-farm feed manufacturing be impacted? 
Dr. Wagstrom: If a producer has an on-farm feed mill and only 

mixes for themselves they will need to have a VFD to present to 
the distributer to buy medicated ingredients. Th ey will need to 
have a current VFD on fi le to feed medicated feed to pigs.

If a producer is making feed that will be given or sold to a 
neighbor or contract grower (another person besides themselves; 
pigs not on their farm), they will need to register with the FDA 
as a distributer which requires a one-time written letter to the 
FDA. Th is letter will need to be kept on fi le. A VFD will be 
needed for every batch of medicated feed. 

5. What do you anticipate one of the biggest challenges will be 
as a result of the revised VFD rules?

Dr. Bruner: Th e logistics of getting medicated feed on short 
notice to animals that are sick is going to be one of the biggest 
challenges.  

For example:   A producer orders feed in the morning and during 
the day chores does not see the symptoms of ileitis.  Night chores 
reveal clinically ill pigs with ileitis.  Th e feed mill will be making 
the feed early the next morning, so a VFD has to be made in a 
short amount of time.  In that situation, you will need to contact 
your veterinarian immediately so the VFD can be issued before 
close of the day or very early the next morning before the feed has 
been made. Medicated feed such as Tylan or Linco to treat ileitis, 
will require a VFD before it can be made. 

Most vet clinics have an aft er hour phone number and most 
swine veterinarians are used to taking calls from clients past 
5:00pm.  Web based sites that veterinarians can access and issue 
a VFD from any location are available and a VFD can be emailed 
to the feed mill and to the producer.  

6. Will vets be able to write a VFD for an entire fl ow of pigs if 
there is a known health challenge? 

Dr. Bruner: One of the main goals of the new regulations 
in 2017 is that there is more veterinarian oversight in the 
medication decisions of food animals.  A VCPR (vet-client-
patient relationship) is the federal and state’s measure of 
veterinary oversight.  Each state has its own version of a VCPR.  
In general, the VCPR states that the veterinarian must have 
suffi  cient knowledge of the pigs that they are medicating.  As 
long as the veterinarian has suffi  cient knowledge of a fl ow of 
pigs, a VFD could be written for a fl ow of pigs at multiple sites 
within one VFD.

Th e best example is a sow farm that weans into multiple wean 
to fi nish barns.  If the veterinarian has spent suffi  cient time in 
this herd to gain knowledge of the health challenges, a VFD can 
be written for medication and it can be written for multiple sites 
as long as all pigs are being fed out of the same feed mill.  If the 
barns are fed out of multiple feed mills, each feed mill needs that 

VFD.  
Another example is a sow farm that weans into one nursery 

and then in turn goes into multiple fi nishers.  Th e veterinarian, 
as long as they assume responsibility for veterinary oversight, 
can write a VFD for that nursery for a period of no longer than 
6 months.

7. How will guidelines impact the injectable use of 
antibiotics? 

Dr. Bruner: At this time, nothing will change with injectable 
antibiotics in January 2017.  

8. What is the typical duration of a VFD? 
Dr. Wagstrom: No longer than 6 months at your vet’s 

discretion.
9. How will the new guidelines impact antibiotics administered 

through water? 
Dr. Bruner: Water antibiotics will now go to a prescription 

process. Each veterinary clinic may handle the prescription 
process a little diff erently.  One thing that can be most helpful to 
a producer in order to avoid a delay in treatment is to contact vet 
clinics immediately if they know that they are going to require 
a prescription water med. Vet clinics can then start the process 
of getting that prescription ordered.  It is somewhat similar to 
ordering prescriptions for a human pharmacy and picking them 
up later.

Veterinary clinics are still in the development phase of what 
that will look like at each of their practices.  Th ese prescriptions 
will also only be valid for 6 months at a time so if there is a 
known disease that is happening such as Strep in the nursery, 
prescriptions can be written for clients for a period of 6 
months.

Water antibiotics fall under the same requirements for VCPR 
or vet-client-patient relationship.

10. What can farmers do to prepare for the guideline 
changes? 

Dr. Wagstrom: It is really important to have an established 
relationship with your 
veterinarian. You need 
to sit down with your 
vet and make sure 
that you have a valid 
VCPR. Otherwise it is 
against the regulations 
to write a VFD without 
an established VCPR. 

You also need to 
talk to your feed mill 
to make sure that you 
understand the way 
they want to handle 
the new guidelines so 
you are all on the same 
page. 

DON’T WAIT...
BE READY!
The NEW Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD)  

for medically important feed-grade antibiotics  
and prescription rule for water-based antibiotics 

TAKE EFFECT ON JANUARY 1, 2017.

Visit pork.org/antibiotics  
for more information.

©2015 National Pork Board, Des Moines, IA USA. This message funded by America’s Pork Producers and the Pork Checkoff.

and prescription rule for water-based antibiotics

TAKE EFFECT ON JANUARY 1, 2017.

ANTIBIOTICS
RESOURCE CENTER
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CALENDAR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 
JUNE
1 ~ WPA Board of Directors Meeting, Baraboo
8-10 ~ World Pork Expo, Des Moines, IA
11 ~ Beer, Bacon, and Cheese Festival, New Glarus
13-16 ~ Wisconsin FFA Convention, Madison
15 ~ Rock County Pork Fest, Janesville
17 ~ PRRS/PEDv Task Force Meeting, Madison 

JULY
4 ~ Independence Day, WPA Office Closed
6 ~ WPA Board of Directors Meeting
11-13 ~ National Pork Industry Conference, WI Dells
19-21 ~ WI Farm Technology Days, Lake Geneva

AUGUST
4-14 ~ Pork Schoppe Food Stand at WI State Fair
17 ~ WPA Board of Directors Meeting

President - Bill Gnatzig, Roberts 
715-760-0781  gnatzig@dishup.us
Vice President - Jim Magolski, New London
920-250-5065  magolski727@gmail.com
Secretary - Jessica Boehm, Stoughton 
608-692-2733  boehm_jessicar@yahoo.com 
Treasurer - Mike Salter, Black Creek 
920-739-0403  ikehalter@aol.com 
Nathan Brickl, Sauk City  
608-588-9625  nbrickl@hanorusa.com 
Ray Ibeling, Clinton 
608-751-3513  Ibelingfamily3@aol.com  
Budd Post, Cedarburg 
414-640-8076  theflatfarmer@gmail.com 
Shannon Wolf, Lancaster 
608-723-2692  wolfershannon@msn.com 
Jonathan Wyttenbach, Sauk City 
608-347-6135  maizenbacon@yahoo.com 
NPPC Representative - AV Roth, Wauzeka 
608-476-2377  avhroth@aol.com


