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WPA Mentorship Program Promotes
Exploring All Segments Of The Industry

he Wisconsin Pork Association 
Mentorship Program was a great 
opportunity that allowed me 

to explore the many facets of the swine 
industry,” states Mikayla Wehrle, a fourth 
year Animal Science major at the University 
of Wisconsin-River Falls.

Mikayla, the 21 year old daughter  of Rick 
and Ann Wehrle, New London, WI has been 
involved in the swine industry since her 
neighbor, Jim Magolski, talked her family 
into raising pigs for the local county fair.

Today, Mikayla and her family run a 20 
sow Berkshire operation catering to the 
show pig industry. Throughout the years 
Mikayla exhibited both barrows and gilts at 
local, state and national events. She drove 
the champion Berkshire barrows at the 
Wisconsin State Fair Junior Shows in 2011, 
2012 and 2013.

The family now sells their pigs as feeders 
for show and hope to continue to raise pigs 
for local, state and national competition.

“Jim Magolski taught me an immense 
amount about the livestock industry and 
taught me how to be competitive not just 
with my livestock but also with my mind. 
He pushed me to compete in skillathons 
and one of my proudest achievements was 
being fourth overall in the senior skillathon 
at Summer Type Conference, Springfield,” 
Mikayla relates. 

“T

“It was neat to see an actual large scale 
hot boning facility,” she recalls. 

“Then I went with Jordan Lamb from Dewitt 
Ross and Stevens, who is a government 
relations attorney for multiple livestock 
associations. I attended a technical advisory 
meeting with her and learned some of what 
happens at Wisconsin’s DATCP.

“I attended many other programs and 
became well acquainted with the Wisconsin 
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Visitors 
Welcomed Anytime

“I applied for the mentorship after being 
handed the application by Dr. Onan, a 
professor at UW River Falls. He thought 
it would be a good fit for me, and the 
opportunity sounded perfect, it has flexible 
times, and allows you to follow your own 
personal interests in the industry,” explains 
Mikayla. 

“I’m very interested in politics and public 
policy as it pertains to agriculture. I went 
with the state and national pork council to 
the legislative action meeting in Washington 
D. C., the student continues. “There I saw 
how the pork council lobbies legislators and 
I listened to speakers on current legislation”. 

A tour of Johnsonville’s plant in Watertown 
was also part of the program. There Mikayla  
toured the plant from start to finish and 
viewed the entire production line. This 
included how they manage live sows all the 
way to how they stuff and package brats.

Pork Association board,” she summarizes.  
“I don’t know if I have a favorite experience, 

each job shadow and event was fun and I 
learned so much from all of them. I enjoyed 
the media training we did at World Pork 
Expo, I still find myself looking up some of 
the tips they taught us, and it gave me a lot 
more confidence when it comes to talking 
to the media. These activities allowed me 
to really focus in on what I want to being 
doing with my education and allowed me 
to pick the brains of some very successful 
people. I’m leaving this program with a 
much greater and more directed sense of 

Interested in politics and public policy as it pertains to 
agriculture, Mikayla Wehrle, New London, WI, was able 
to travel with the state and national pork councils to the 
legislative action meeting in Washington D. C. as part of the 
WPA Mentorship Program.
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