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PROPOSED PRRS AND PEDv TESTING OF SWINE PRIOR TO MOVEMENT 

 
Why is the draft rule requiring PRRS/PED testing before swine movement? 
In an effort to help pork producers further prevent exposure to PRRS and PEDv, diseases that have had a major 
economic impact on the U.S. pork industry, the rule changes ask that further controls be put in place on pig movements 
into and within the state.  The proposed changes aim at controlling and reducing the prevalence of PRRS and PEDv, and 
to prevent spread of these diseases from positive sites.   

What is the rule process? 
Once approved by the DATCP board, the rule process, through public hearings, allows for feedback from producers, 
industry, and other affected individuals. To see the rule language or for more information on the rule process and when 
DATCP public hearings will be held, go to:  https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/About_Us/AdministrativeRules.aspx 

When will the proposed testing requirements become effective? 
The anticipated effective date of the rule establishing the new testing requirements will be sometime during the spring 
of 2018. However, this may change depending on the rule process. 

What are the proposed testing requirements for swine imports (swine coming into Wisconsin)? 
Imported swine will no longer need a statement on the certificate of veterinary inspection disclosing the PRRS and PEDv 
status of the imported swine’s herd of origin, if known. Instead, the following is required on the CVI: 
• Commercial breeding swine:  

1. A report of a negative PRRS and PEDv test from the swine’s herd of origin within 90 days prior to movement into 
Wisconsin. 

2. A statement from the veterinarian that there are no clinical signs of the viruses at the time of inspection. 
• Commercial swine purchased or obtained from a commingled auction, sale or exhibition:   

1. A report of a negative PRRS and PEDv test from the swine’s herd of origin conducted within 90 days prior to 
movement into Wisconsin. 

2. A statement from the event’s veterinarian that all the swine commingled at the auction, sale or exhibition had a 
negative PRRS and PEDv test from their respective herds of origin conducted within 90 days prior to movement 
to the auction, sale or exhibition. 

3. A statement from the event’s veterinarian that there are no clinical signs of PRRS and PEDv at the time of 
inspection. 

• Commercial swine imported directly to a federally approved livestock marketing facility:  
1. A report of a negative PRRS and PEDv test from the swine’s herd of origin conducted within 90 days prior to 

movement into Wisconsin. 
2. A statement from the marketing facility’s veterinarian that there are no clinical signs of the PRRS and PEDv at 

the time of inspection. 
• For all other commercial swine: A statement that the PRRS and PEDv status of the herd of origin is negative.   
 
What happens if the imported swine’s herd of origin does not have a negative PRRS and PEDv status or tests positive 
for PRRS or PEDv? 
Imported swine that do not meet the PRRS and PED testing requirements may be transported to Wisconsin if the person 
importing them obtains an import permit from DATCP.  DATCP will quarantine the swine upon arrival until a herd plan is 
approved by DATCP. 
 
What are the proposed testing requirements for swine moving in Wisconsin? 
Swine moving within Wisconsin (i.e. from one premise to another) must originate from a herd that has tested negative 
for PRRS and PEDv not more than 90 days prior to movement.   
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What happens if swine moving within Wisconsin test positive for PRRS or PEDv? 
In-state swine that do not meet the PRRS and PEDv testing requirements will be quarantined at the herd of origin until a 
herd plan is approved by DATCP.   
 
Are there any circumstances when swine are not required to meet the PRRS and PEDv testing requirements prior to 
movement? 
The following are not required to be tested for PRRS or PEDv prior to movement: 
• In-state swine moved direct to slaughter or if the movement is to one exhibition prior to being shipped to slaughter. 
• Swine imported directly to a slaughtering establishment for slaughter. 
• Commercial swine imported directly to a veterinary facility for treatment, returned to its state of origin immediately 

following treatment and no change of ownership. 
• Commercial swine returning directly to place of origin in this state following treatment in a veterinary facility outside 

this state, shipped directly to the veterinary facility and no change of ownership. 
 
Why does testing have to be done within 90 days prior to movement?  
The requirement that PRRS and PED testing be conducted 90 days prior to swine movement allows swine producers that 
move swine on a regular basis to conduct such testing on a routine, quarterly basis.  It also allows swine from jackpot 
shows to have one test early in the spring to travel to a number of shows throughout the season.   
 
The rule also requires that the veterinarian include a statement on a CVI of imported swine that there are no clinical 
signs of either disease.  
 
What do I do if I keep swine in Wisconsin but want to show or exhibit my swine in another state? 
If exhibition swine originate from Wisconsin and return to Wisconsin after an exhibition or show in another state, the 
exhibitor must notify DATCP of the movement before returning to Wisconsin. DATCP will quarantine the swine, herd of 
origin, or both until a herd plan is developed and approved.  
 
This provision is not applicable if all the swine at the exhibition or show are from negative herds or the swine returns to 
Wisconsin to go directly to slaughter. 
 
What is a herd plan? 
The goal of a herd plan is to bring the herd to negative PRRS and PEDv status and limit the spread of the disease. DATCP 
will provide sample herd plans to assist veterinarians in herd plan development. 
 
Would I have to test all the swine in my herd? 
No.  For herds with less than 30 swine, one pooled sample of at least five swine (or swine available if less than five) must 
be collected and tested. For herds with 30 or more swine, three pooled samples of at least five swine must be collected 
and tested. 
 
How do I test swine for PRRS and PED and what does it cost? 
Samples can be collected by the farm owner under the direction of a veterinarian, but must be submitted through an 
accredited veterinarian to a diagnostics lab. Rope tests are the most economical and effective for testing feeder pigs or 
sows in group housing.  The rope test can be used to sample up to 30 swine at one time for both PRRS and PED.  Test 
samples can also be collected via blood serum and swab by a veterinarian.   
 
Movement frequency and number of swine in the herd will be the greatest factors in determining cost, but using a rope 
test we estimate the costs could range from $70 for a small herd to $185 for a large herd per test. Additional costs may 
be incurred if the producer chooses to have a veterinarian collect the samples. These costs are indeterminate. 
 
Do other states require PRRS and PED testing? 
No, Wisconsin would be the first to establish testing requirements for PRRS and PEDv for movement purposes. 
Surrounding states have no PRRS or PEDv testing requirements in place. 


