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Farmers in Wisconsin need a long-term solution to transportation funding and many are 
encouraging the legislature to consider all of the options for increasing transportation funds – 
especially mechanisms to generate funds to support local and rural roads.   Many Wisconsin 
agriculture groups are joining forces with their colleagues in business, manufacturing, tourism and 
other economic sectors to express support for finding a way to increase state funding for local 
roadways in the next Wisconsin biennial budget bill.  
 
The Transportation Development Association, a statewide alliance of more than 400 transportation 
stakeholders including businesses, labor unions, citizen groups, units of government and individuals, 
has launched a campaign called, “Just Fix It,” which is aimed at raising public awareness about 
specific Wisconsin roads and bridges that are in need of repair.   One way to support this 
undertaking is to add your local bridge/road repair examples to the TDA “Just Fix It” website 
(http://www.tdawisconsin.org/just-fix-it-wisconsin/).  This could be an effective tool to illustrate to 
members of the legislature that the need for road funding is statewide. 
 
We are still months away from the introduction of the 2017-19 Wisconsin biennial budget bill, but 
the disagreement between Wisconsin legislative leaders and Governor Walker about how to 
address the predicted shortfall in the state’s transportation budget is already heated and the lines 
have been drawn. 
 
Secretary Gottlieb announced earlier this summer that the DOT will introduce a “no revenue 
increase” budget in September.  The DOT is currently undergoing a legislative audit in an effort to 
uncover efficiencies that the department could implement to generate potential cost savings.  
Governor Walker is standing firm on his commitment to no increases to taxes or fees to generate 
additional revenue for Wisconsin’s transportation fund. 
 
At the end of July, the Legislative Fiscal Bureau released a memo predicting a $939 million shortfall 
in the state’s transportation budget for the 2017-19 budget that would be needed to to maintain 
the same level of funding that was approved in the 2015-17 budget.   The analysis was requested by 
Rep. John Nygren (R-Marinette), the co-chair of the Joint Committee on Finance.  Shortly after the 
memo’s release, Rep. John Nygren spoke to the press urging the Governor to consider raising the 
gas tax or creating a toll road system to generate funds to pay for transportation.   
 
Hours later, Governor Walker released his own press release stating that, “Raising taxes and fees is 
not the answer” to funding Wisconsin’s transportation needs.   
 
The debate has continued with legislators lining up on either side of the issue.  On August 17, 
Representative Keith Ripp (R-Lodi) a state legislator, Wisconsin farmer and chair of the Assembly 
Transportation Committee wrote a letter to Governor Walker praising his leadership for “Wisconsin 
fiscal responsibility,” but also stressing the need to look for a long-term solution to transportation 
funding in order to support both agriculture and tourism growth in Wisconsin.  Expect to hear more 
as we near the start of the 2017 legislative session in January. 
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