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Renew Your 
Membership

It's time to renew your WPA 
membership! If you have 
not done so already, please 
complete and return your 
membership renewal form 
to the WPA office. If you did 
not recieve a renewal form, 
you can download a copy 
from the WPA website www�
wppa�org or call 1-800-822-
7675 to have a form sent to 
you�

2015 WPA members will 
receive industry coupons to 
use during the year which 
help cover the cost of your 
annual dues� Participating 
businesses include: 
Animart, NASCO, Frontier 
Servco FS, JBS United, 
Premier Cooperative, and 
TH AgriChemical�

Don't let this be your last 
issue of the Wisconsin Pork 
Headlines � � � Renew your 
membership today!

Wisconsin Pork Association members (l-r) Doug Wolf, AV Roth, Jonathan 
Wyttenbach, and Mike Beisbier attended the 2015 National Pork Industry Forum 
in San Antonio, Texas.  WPA staff Tammy Vaassen (not shown) also attended. 
Forum is a collaborative effort between the National Pork Board and the National 
Pork Producers Council to host their annual meetings, allowing the industry to 
elect board members and vote on resolutions and advisements to help direct 
future efforts of the organizations.

Wisconsin Legislative Updates
By Jordan Lamb, DeWitt Ross   

& Stevens 
Budget Bill 2015-17

On February 3, 2015, Governor 
Walker delivered his proposed 
2015-17 biennial budget bill to the 
Wisconsin State Legislature�  The 
proposal contains a number of issues 
of importance to Wisconsin farmers, 
including those listed below�

2015-17 State Budget – Governor 
Walker’s Proposals as Introduced:

Producer-led Water Quality Initiative:  
Governor Walker included $250,000 in 
each year of the biennium for grants for 
producer-led water quality initiatives�  
The grants would be administered by 
DATCP�  They are aimed a projects 
intended to reduce nonpoint source 
pollution�

$300 Million Cut from UW System 
Budget:  Governor Walker’s budget 
included cutting the UW System budget 
by about $300 million over the biennium�  
These cuts are of concern to Wisconsin 
farmers, especially with regard to CALS 
funding and research position funding�  It 
is unclear exactly what these cuts could 
mean for CALS and other system positions 
that are key for Wisconsin agriculture�

Deletion of Funding for Discovery 
Farms:  Governor Walker’s budget 
proposal deletes $255,600 in each year 
of the biennium in funding to Discovery 
Farms (total is $511,200)�  The University 
of Wisconsin Discovery Farms program 
began in 2001 and is a cooperative 
effort between Wisconsin farmers, 
UW- Extension and UW-Madison� This 
farmer-led program works with the U�S� 
  Continued on page 3
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Insurance Company
Rural Mutual www.ruralins.com

As the leading insurer of Wisconsin farms, we recognize that agri-business requires special protection. After all, your farm operation is 
your home, your business, and a considerable capital investment.

To protect your livelihood, call 1-877-219-9550 or visit our website and we can show you the variety of coverage’s available to address all 
your insurance needs.   

Premiums Paid Here, Stay Here To Keep Wisconsin Strong.

WPA Honors Producers, Industry Members
The Wisconsin Pork Association 

recognized producers and industry 
members for 
their dedicated 
service at the 
2015 Pork/Corn/
Soy Expo, held 
January 29-30 
in Wisconsin 
Dells� 

P r o d u c e r 
H o n o r e e 
Award

Each year, the 
Wisconsin Pork 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
presents a 
Distinguished Service Award 
to a fellow individual whose 
contributions to the Wisconsin 
swine industry merit special 
recognition�  

The 2014 WPA Producer 
Distinguished Service award was 
presented to Dave Wade, Spring 
Green�  Wade started with the 
Pig Improvement Company in 
1988 as their Wisconsin regional 
production manager in Spring 
Green�  He continued with PIC 
in another role in Oklahoma, 
returning to Wisconsin in 1997 as 
the Director of Operations for The 
Hanor Company�  In his current 
position, he oversees Hanor’s sow 
farms, boar studs and the company 

environmental program�  He is also 
responsible for the implementation 

of the genetic 
improvement 
program for the 
company� 

Wade is a 
member of the 
Wisconsin Pork 
Association and 
Oklahoma Pork 
Council�  He has 
served on the 
environmental 
c o m m i t t e e , 
and is currently 
active on the 

WPA Swine Health Committee�  
His on-farm experience has been 
valuable to this 
committee in 
providing a state 
and national 
perspective to 
animal health 
and dealing with 
costly diseases 
like PRRS 
and PEDv�  
His guidance 
and input on 
biosecurity and 
other practices 
has allowed 
WPA to continue to help Wisconsin 
pork producers deal with existing 

or emerging on-farm disease 
issues�  He also serves on the 
NPPC environmental committee, is 
an Operation Main Street speaker, 
and is the President for St� John 
the Evangelist Parish Council�

Dave and his wife Lori reside in 
Spring Green�  They have one son, 
Ryan, daughter in law Kelsey and 
3 month old grandson Matthew 
who reside in Waukesha�  Their 
daughter Anna lives in Maryland�

Industry Honoree Award
This award recognizes industry 

representatives who are dedicated 
to promoting and serving the 
industry�  The recipient of the award 
for 2014 is Warren Wilson�  

Wilson has worked in the 
v e t e r i n a r y 
p r o f e s s i o n 
for the last 
45 years�  He 
started as 
an associate 
ve te r ina r ian 
in Wisconsin, 
and then 
M i n n e s o t a �  
In 1972 he 
p u r c h a s e d 
a solo vet 
practice in 
Plain and built 

the new state of the art large animal 
River Valley Vet Clinic�  As senior 

Continued on page 6
*Photos courtesy Agri-View
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Geological Survey to gather credible  
and unbiased water quality 
information from different types of 
farming systems, in landscapes 
throughout Wisconsin�  In the 
past, the research conducted 
by the Discovery Farms has 
been critical for Wisconsin� 
Remove Rulemaking Powers 
from DATCP Board and NR Board 
– Boards Become “Advisory”:  
Governor Walker’s budget proposal 
changes the function of the DATCP 
Board and the NR Board from 
citizen boards with rulemaking 
authority to “advisory boards�”  
This would transfer all rulemaking 
authority to the agencies without the 
additional review and citizen input 
that the Boards currently provide� 
This would be a fundamental policy 
change for the State of Wisconsin�  

Transportation Funding:  
Wisconsin’s transportation network 
is funded primarily through state 
revenue, federal revenue, bonds, 
and other funds�  Federal funding 
is derived from the Highway Trust 
Fund, which includes a Highway 
Account and a Transit Account� The 
Federal Highway Trust Fund is only 
solvent through May 2015, at which 
time there will be an insufficient 
balance to fully reimburse states 
for Highway projects�

State funding is derived primarily 
from motor fuel taxes, vehicle 
registration fees, air & rail taxes 
and fees, and other revenues�

A bi-partisan commission 
released a report in January 2013 
that identified a $680 million annual 
shortfall in the state transportation 
budget� Without additional funding, 
the percentage of roads in the state 
highway system that are currently 
rated at poor or worse will more 
than double from 20% to 42% in 
2023�

Wisconsin has a transportation 

Wisconsin Legislative Updates
budget shortfall because our 
revenue sources have not kept 
up with our needs� Wisconsin’s 
transportation budget is primarily 
supported by motor fuel taxes and 
vehicle registration fees� Those 
two sources combined make up 
85% of the budget�

There is not an easy or clear 
solution to the transportation 
funding crises in Wisconsin�  But 
Wisconsin farmers rely on a safe, 
reliable, usable roadways�  Careful 
evaluation of all proposals to 
address the transportation funding 
problem will be needed in the 
coming months�

Stand-Alone State Legislation:
In addition to the budget bill, 

the Legislature is considering or 
expected to consider several other 
legislative changes that will affect 
Wisconsin Farmers�

Legislation to Clarify Regulation 
of High Capacity Wells�  Since 
the 2011 Wisconsin Supreme 
Court decision in Lake Beulah, 
Wisconsin has lacked a clear 
regulatory framework for issuing 
permits for high capacity wells�  
The Wisconsin farming community 
is seeking legislation to clarify this 
issue�  Establishing a structure for 
high capacity well permitting is a 
top priority for most agricultural 
groups�  The goal is to both provide 
certainty for wells that have already 
been issued permits, such that 
farmers can repair and replace 
existing wells, and also to provide 
a mechanism for reviewing new 
high capacity well approvals that is 
clearly defined.

Legislation to Revise the 
Implements of Husbandry (IOH) No 
Fee Permit Program�  Rep� Keith 
Ripp and Sen� Jerry Petrowski are 
working on legislation to clarify a 
number of issues related to the 
new IOH no fee permit program�  
Ag groups have requested that 

they consider the clarifications 
related to “attached” category B 
IOH equipment; allowing harvest 
equipment under category B; 
allowing IOH to be towed with pick-
up trucks; and clarifying that IOH 
with tracks are permissible within 
applicable weight limits�  

Legislation to Specify Foods 
Eligible for SNAP Benefits 
Purchase (“Food Share 
Legislation”)�  FoodShare is 
Wisconsin’s program implementing 
the federal Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP)� The 
program provides benefits to low-
income families for the purchase of 
food� Under federal law, the foods 
eligible for purchase through the 
program generally include any food 
or food product intended for human 
consumption except alcoholic 
beverages, tobacco, and hot foods 
and hot food products prepared for 
immediate consumption�

Last session, the Assembly 
passed 2013 AB 110, which 
restricted the foods that a person 
receiving SNAP could purchase�  
This was a concern for Wisconsin 
farmers because many of the 
foods that we grow were on that 
prohibited list (i�e�, cheese, deli 
meat, canned vegetables, cranberry 
juice, etc�)  This legislation may 
resurface again this session�  The 
Assembly has created a committee 
specifically dedicated to Public 
Benefits Reform.  A statement 
from our legislature in the form of 
this legislation deeming our locally 
grown and Wisconsin-processed 
foods as “bad” or “unhealthy” is 
problematic for Wisconsin farmers 
and Wisconsin food processors�

If you would like talking points 
on these issues to communicate 
with your state senator and 
assemblyman, please contact the 
WPA office for details.  
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Pork Groups Urged Congress 
to Pass tPA

The National Pork Producers 
Council and 39 state pork 
associations, including Wisconsin 
Pork Association, have urged 
Congress to approve legislation 
renewing Trade Promotion 
Authority (TPA) so that major 
trade deals can be fi nalized and 
implemented to help the U�S� 
economy� Failure to do so would 
allow other countries to write 
the rules for international trade, 
according to the organizations�

TPA defi nes U.S. negotiating 
objectives and priorities for trade 
agreements and establishes 
consultation and notifi cation 
requirements for the president to 
follow throughout the negotiation 
process� Once trade negotiators 
fi nalize a deal, Congress gets to 
review it and vote yes or no – without 
amendments – on it� Congress has 
granted TPA to every president 
since 1974, with the most recent 
law being approved in August 2002 
and expiring June 30, 2007� 

In a letter sent to all 535 
congressional lawmakers, the 

pork organizations pointed to the 
benefi ts of agricultural exports, 
which have nearly quadrupled in 
value since 1989 – the year the 
United States began using bilateral 
and regional trade agreements to 
open foreign markets – topping a 
record $152�5 billion in 2014, and of 
pork exports, which have increased 
1,550 percent in value and 1,268 
percent in volume over the same 
period� The United States shipped 
more than $6�6 billion of pork to 
foreign destinations in 2014� 

To grow pork exports, which 
support more than 110,000 U�S� 
jobs, NPPC and the state pork 
associations have been pressing the 
Obama administration to conclude 
a good deal in the Trans-Pacifi c 
Partnership (TPP) negotiations, 
a 12-nation Asia-Pacifi c trade 
agreement� If approved, it would 
be the most signifi cant commercial 
opportunity ever for U�S� pork 
producers, generating more than 
10,000 pork industry jobs�

NPPC Urges USDA, 
HHS Secretaries to Reject 

Recommendations on Meat
The National Pork Producers 

Council has criticized 
recommendations related to 
meat in the diet from an advisory 
committee informing the creation 
of federal guidelines for healthy 
eating�  In a report for the 2015 
Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 
an Obama administration-
appointed advisory committee of 
health and nutrition professionals 
recommended that people 
consume less red and processed 
meat, and it omitted lean meat 
from its recommended dietary 
pattern� (It did maintain the 
Recommended Daily Allowance of 
5�5 ounces of “protein foods�”) The 

panel recommended moderate 
amounts of alcohol�  Additionally, 
the advisory committee concluded 
that a diet higher in plant-based 
and lower in animal-based foods 
would be more environmentally 
sustainable�

The report was sent to the 
secretaries of Agriculture and of 
Health and Human Services, who 
will use it to develop the 2015 
guidelines� Due out later this year, 
the guidelines affect all federal food 
purchasing programs, including 
the School Lunch program�  “We 
think the advisory committee has 
taken the wrong approach,” said 
NPPC President Dr� Howard Hill, 
a veterinarian and pork producer 
from Cambridge, Iowa� “Science 
recognizes that meat is, and should 
be, a part of a healthful diet, and 
NPPC urges the USDA and HHS 
secretaries to keep meat in the 
center of America’s plate�”

Vislack Assures Lawmakers 
that Dietary Guidelines will 

focus on Nutrition
In a hearing this week before 

the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Food and 
Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies, Agriculture Secretary 
Tom Vilsack assured lawmakers 
he would be involved in writing 
the 2015 Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans and would make sure 
they focus on nutrition� Panel 
Chairman Robert Aderholt, R-Ala�, 
told the secretary that he expects 
the guidelines to be limited to 
nutrition and diet recommendations 
and not get into issues outside its 
purview� The Dietary Guidelines 
Advisory Committee, which last 
week sent its recommendations

Continued on page 5
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BReD GILtS
Over 100 F1’s Monthly

With Due Dates!
a) Lean, clean, and productive
b) Call early to reserve
c) endorsements in your area

and a lot more: over 200 open gilts
over 100 boars monthly: Hamp, Duroc,

York, Landrace, and Blue Line

WILSON’S PRAIRIe VIeW fARM
N5627 HWY� DD,

BURLINGTON, WI 53105
1-800-334-8082 OR 262-492-6601
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Ag Day at the 
Capitol

Continued from page 4   
for the new guidelines to USDA 
and the Department of Health and 
Human Services, opined that a diet 
higher in plant-based and lower in 
animal-based foods would be more 
environmentally sustainable�

 West Coast Port Labor 
Contract Deal Reached

The Pacific Maritime Association 
(PMA) and the International 
Longshore and Warehouse Union 
(ILWU) in February reached 
agreement on a new contract, 
ending a months-long work 
slowdown at West Coast ports 
that had a severe negative impact 
on exporters, particularly those in 
the meat sector� The PMA, which 
represents terminal operators, 
stevedores and shipping 
companies, and the ILWU, the 
longshore workers union, had 
been operating without a contract 
since July 2014� The ILWU had 
agreed to continue work during 
contract talks but reneged on that 
deal in November� The resulting 
work slowdown at ports up and 
down the west coast cost the U�S� 
economy billions of dollars� It was 
very conservatively estimated that 
the U�S� meat and poultry sectors 
were losing in excess of $40 
million a week� Although a deal 
has been reached, it will take well 
over a month to clear the backlog 
of shipping containers at the ports� 
The U�S� pork industry, which in 
2014 exported 27 percent of total 
production, a percentage that’s 
expected to rise, is increasingly 
dependent on an efficiently 
functioning infrastructure, including 
ports�

COOL Decision to be 
Released Soon

The World Trade Organization 
(WTO) panel overseeing the 
review of U�S� Country-of-Origin 
Labeling (COOL) rules is expected 

SIP Updates to issue its appeal report by 
May 18� NPPC anticipates that 
soon after the announcement, 
Canada and Mexico will submit 
their retaliation lists for approval 
by the WTO� Retaliation is likely 
to be implemented in the second 
half of 2015� Agricultural products 
are expected to comprise the bulk 
of the retaliation� Canada, the 
second largest export market for 
U�S� agricultural products valued 
at $21�3 billion, already has issued 
a draft retaliation list that includes 
fresh pork and beef, bakery goods, 
rice, apples, wine, maple syrup and 
furniture� Mexico is threatening to 
suspend preferential tariffs for 
a variety of products, including 
produce items, meat and dairy 
products� Any retaliation against 
U�S� pork would have devastating 
financial consequences for U.S. 
pork producers� Canada and Mexico 
were two of the top three markets 
by value for U�S� pork in 2014, with 
exports totaling $904 million and 
$1�56 billion, respectively� NPPC 
is urging Congress to bring the 
United States into compliance with 
WTO rules�

SIP
Funding for industry 

representation like those described 
above come directly from pork 
producer investment in NPPC’s 
Strategic Investment Program 
(SIP�)  SIP allows NPPC and 
Wisconsin Pork Association to: 
fight for reasonable legislation and 
regulation, develop export market 
opportunities, and proactively 
address issues of industry and 
consumer concern, including food 
safety, environment, and animal 
health and welfare�  Producers 
agree to contribute $0�10/$100 of 
market value� The ability to use 
these unrestricted funds better 
equips WPA and NPPC to respond 
to today’s threats on the state and 
national level�

Badger Swine 
Symposium

Wisconsin pork producers, along 
with university students, attended 
the Badger Swine Symposium 
held at the Arlington Research 
Station on March 12� The day 
included educational sessions 
on phosphorous management, 
the effects of feeding DDGS on 
meat quality, an update on PEDv, 
and the results of a manure 
irrigation study�  The Badger Swine 
Symposium is an annual event 
organized by the UW-Extension 
Swine team and sponsored by the 
animal sciences departments at 
UW-Madison, Platteville, and River 
Falls, Wisconsin Pork Association, 
and the Pork Checkoff�

Farmers from across the state 
of Wisconsin gathered in Madison 
recently to receive updates on 
legislative issues important to 
agriculture, and then met with 
members of the Wisconsin 
Senate and Assembly to discuss 
those issues�  Wisconsin Pork 
Association board members Jim 
Magolski, Mike Salter, Tom Knauer, 
Bill Gnatzig and Mike Beisbier, 
along with staff Mandy Masters 
and Tammy Vaassen, also met 
with elected officials following a 
recent board meeting�  See the 
issues that were addressed on 
the cover and page 3 of the Pork 
Headlines�  WPA members are 
encouraged to reach out to state 
senators and representatives on 
these issues; your contact through 
phone, e-mail or personal visit do 
make a difference�  If you have any 
questions on the issues, or need 
additional information, please call 
the WPA office at 1-800-822-7675.
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 managing partner, the practice 
grew to nine veterinarians�  Under 
Wilson’s leadership, the River 
Valley Vet Clinic served many 
swine clients in several counties 
for many years and continues 
to serve swine clients today�  
They were one of the first clinics 
to accept interns from the new 
Wisconsin Veterinarian School 
and have helped train dozens of 
large animal veterinarians over the 
last 40 years� In addition, Wilson 
was an active consultant for Pig 
Improvement Company for over 20 
years and actively involved in dairy 
and swine production practice�  

Following his time in the Plain 
practice, Wilson joined industry 
as a technical service veterinarian 
for Miles Animal Health�  Over 
the years, these companies 
changed and consolidated, so his 
final employer was Merck Animal 
Health, which he retired from this 
past year�  

Wilson has served on the WPA 

Thank You 2015 Expo Sponsors

Swine Health Committee for many 
years, and has provided sound 
advice and input as the pork 
industry has dealt with disease 
issues like PRRS and PEDv�  
During his time in private practice, 
he worked with pork producers to 
provide certification through the 
Pork Quality Assurance program�  

Wilson and his wife, Marilyn, have 
six children and 17 grandchildren�

Distinguished Public Service
The Distinguished Public Service 

Award recognizes a legislator who 
provides outstanding support to 
the pork industry�  Representative 
Keith Ripp was presented the 

Producer, Industry Awards
award this year�

One of the few remaining farmer-
members of the State Legislature, 
he was recently sworn into his 
fourth term in the Wisconsin 
State Assembly, serving the 42nd 
assembly district� He is chair of 
the transportation committee and  
serves on several other legislative 
committees� In 2010, Governor 
Walker appointed Rep� Ripp to the 
WI State Fair Park Board since he 
has participated in and understands 
the value of fairs to agriculture and 
tourism in our state�  

Through his board experience 
and as a state representative, 
along with the Corn/Soy Expo, 
Ripp has worked closely with the 
many members representing the 
pork industry�  

Rep� Ripp and his wife, Lori, are 
3rd generation farmers and have 
been running the family farm for 
over 30 years�  They are the proud 
parents of Rochelle, Ryan, and 
Radley�
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2015 Buy 
Wisconsin First 

Directory
The Wisconsin Pork Association's 

"Buy Wisconsin First" directory is 
now available online� Additionally, 
the directory was included in the 
Midwest Herdsman magazine� The 
“Buy Wisconsin First” directory 
features several top quality 

W i s c o n s i n 
show pig and 
s e e d s t o c k 
producers from 
across the 
state�  It is a 
great resource 
for youth 

involved in 4-H or FFA pig projects 
who are beginning to look for their 
project animals�  

The directory is posted on 

the Wisconsin Pork Association 
website at www�wppa�org�

Featured breeders include: 
Butts Farms; Cherney/Nuttleman 
Show Pig Sale; Graff's Show Pigs; 
Hardyman Family Show Pigs; 
Krebs Farms; Matt Cherney Show

fee permits, go to http://www�dot�
state�wi�us/business/ag/index�htm�  

Rep� Keith Ripp and Sen� 
Jerry Petrowski are working on 
legislation to clarify a number of 
issues related to the new IOH no 
fee permit program (see details on 
page 3�)  WPA members are asked 
to contact the WPA offi ce with 
issues you experience as you are 
applying for your permits, or other 
concerns that arise�  

Implements of Husbandry 
Impacts on Your Farm

In 2014, legislation was passed 
to allow farm machinery to legally 
operate on Wisconsin roads while 
balancing the needs of local 
government to maintain roads� 
With spring upon us, farmers 
are going through the state and 
local permitting process (where 
necessary) to get approval to 
move overweight or over-length 
equipment on highways to plant or 
harvest crops�  To see if your local 
municipalities are requiring the no-

Pigs; Posthuma Show Pigs; Rake 
Genetics; Tom Knauer Family; 
UW-Platteville Pioneer Farm & 
Guests; Walsh Family Farm; and 
West Central WI Show Pig Sale�
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MARCH
24-26 ~ WPS Farm Show, Oshkosh 
28 ~ Walsh Family Farm Show Pig Sale, Beloit 
28 ~ West Central WI Show Pig Sale, Whitehall
APRIL
3-4 ~ Matt Cherney Showpigs Private Bid-Off, LaValle 
4 ~ Cherney/Nuttleman Show Pig Sale, West Salem 
7 ~ Butts Farms Online Show Pig Sale
9 ~ WPA Board of Directors Meeting, Madison
10-11 ~ WI Assoc� of Meat Processors Convention, Madison 
12 ~ UWP Pioneer Farm Show Pig Sale, Platteville 
14-16 ~ NPPC Legislative Action Conference, Washington D�C�

UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS

WPA STAFF
Tammy Vaassen, Executive Vice President
Mandy Masters, Assistant Program Director
Contact at : (800) 822-7675, (608) 723-7551
          or wppa@wppa�org

WPA BOARD Of DIReCtORS
Mike Beisbier, President 
(608) 524-2537, csvet@rucls�net
Bill Gnatzig, Vice President 
(715) 760-0781, gnatzig@dishup�us  
tom Knauer, Treasurer  
(608) 883-2838,  
tjknauer@gmail�com
Jessica Boehm, Secretary
(608) 692-2733
boehm_jessicar@yahoo�com
Jim Magolski, (920) 851-4724 
magolski727@gmail�com 
Budd Post, (414) 640-8076 
theflatfarmer@gmail.com
Mike Salter, (920) 729-0403  
ikehalter@aol�com
Shannon Wolf, (608) 778-0806 
wolfershannon@msn�com
Jonathan Wyttenbach, (608) 347-
6135, maizenbacon@yahoo�com
A.V. Roth, NPPC Representative
(608) 476-2377, avhroth@aol�com

Don't Forget: 

Renew Your Membership Today!


