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In This Issue:

This time of year we find ourselves 
reflecting on the year behind us and 
planning for the year ahead. 

With leadership from our board and 
support from producers and industry 
partners, we had many successes in 2016, 
including implementing new programs, 
welcoming new production facilities to 
our state, and continued involvement in 
discussions about state ag issues.

The year brought its challenges, too, 
which can be expected in a continuosly 
evolving industry and with consistent 
pressures from outside interests. We also 
faced the  unexpected loss of several pork 
industry leaders in our state.

As we look ahead to 2017, we know 
it, too, will have its obstacles, but also 
opportunities, and we look forward to 
making the journey with you.

Best wishes for the new year,
  Tammy & Mandy

From the Staff . . .

In an effort to help pork producers further prevent exposure to Porcine 
Reproductive and Respiratory Syndrome (PRRS) and Porcine Epidemic 
Diarrhea Virus (PEDv), members of a pork industry task force are 
recommending administrative rule changes to the Wisconsin Department of 
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Production (DATCP).  The rule changes 
ask that further controls be put in place on pig movements into and within 
the state. Members of the task force include pork producers representing a 
variety of Wisconsin farms, veterinarians and other industry representatives. 
The goals of the proposed changes are to control and reduce prevalence 
of PRRS and PEDv, and to prevent spread on positive sites. A 2011 Pork 
Checkoff study indicated that PRRS continues to be a major drag on the 
U.S. pork industry – costing the pork industry $664 million per year. The 
proposed changes are summarized below. 

The draft rule will go to the DATCP board in early 2017. Upon approval 
of the board, the rule will then go to public hearing, followed by additional 
steps through the Wisconsin legislature. It would be expected for the final 
rule to be implemented sometime in 2018. 

Changes to Swine imports (pigs coming into Wisconsin):
• Commercial breeding swine: a certificate of veterinary inspection must 

include a report of a negative PRRS and PEDv test from the swine’s herd of 
origin within 90 days of movement into Wisconsin; and a statement from the 
vet that there are no clinical signs of the viruses at the time of inspection.

      Continued on page 6
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Pork Checkoff and Membership Dues: What’s the Difference?
As the current year nears completion and a new year 

approaches, many of us find our mailboxes full of membership 
renewal notices or requests to join new organizations. At the same 
time, many of our checkbooks are feeling the pinch from low 
commodity prices and uncertainty from what lies ahead in 2017. 
With seemingly unlimited requests but limited dollars to spend, 
many of us find ourselves asking, “Why should I be a member? 
Where do my membership dues go? What’s in it for me?” And, 
in the case of Wisconsin Pork Association membership, some 
may wonder what the difference is between the contributions 
made to the pork checkoff and paying association dues.

The simple answer to the latter is the pork checkoff is a required 
contribution each time a hog is sold; these funds are restricted 
for use on promotion, research, and education programs. 
Membership dues are an optional contribution to support WPA’s 
advocacy and legislative activities on behalf of the state’s swine 
industry. Both contributions are equally important to helping 
ensure the future success of the Wisconsin pork industry.

Pork Checkoff
Required by the 1985 Pork Act, all producers must contribute 

to the pork checkoff. Currently, each time a hog is sold, pork 
producers pay 40 cents per $100 of value. These funds are 
distributed to the National Pork Board and the respective pork 
organization from where the pigs were sold.  

Pork Checkoff funds are restricted for use on promotion, 
research, and education programs. National and state pork 
checkoff programs include advertising, consumer information, 
retail and foodservice marketing, export market promotion, 
production improvement, science and technology, swine health, 
pork safety, and sustainability and environmental management. 

The pork checkoff helps ensure you as a farmer have the most 
up to date information, resources, and technology available to use 
on your farm. Pork checkoff dollars are also used for programs 
that help educate consumers about today’s farming practices 
and promote pork consumption. Heading into a period of high 
pork volume and low hog prices, promoting pork products and 
increasing consumer demand is essential.

Where do my membership dues go?
Your WPA membership dues are used to help protect your 

right to farm, keep government regulations reasonable, and 

defend your ability to have access to products and technologies 
as pressures come from outside interests. Your membership 
contribution helps provide a voice for Wisconsin pork producers 
on current issues impacting the industry, including antibiotics, 
water quality, nutrient management, and animal health. WPA 
works closely with lobbying partners at DeWitt Ross & Stevens 
for ongoing outreach to state legislators and agency officials, 
further ensuring the pork industry has a seat at the table during 
discussions on issues threatening your ability to farm.  

Producers can also voluntarily contribute to the Strategic 
Investment Program (SIP) at a suggested rate of 10 cents per 
$100 of value of pigs marketed. Funds contributed in the SIP help 
support advocacy on both the state and national level through 
WPA and the National Pork Producers Council. Together, WPA 
and NPPC fight for reasonable legislation and regulation, work 
to develop export market opportunities, and proactively address 
issues of industry and consumer concern, including food safety, 
environment, and animal health and welfare.

What’s in it for me?
Regardless of the type or size of your farm, the state and 

national level issues mentioned above can have significant 
impacts to your ability to farm.  Your membership dues help 
WPA advocate on your behalf to protect your livelihood and 
allow you to continue to do what you love and do best: farm. 

Dues-paying members also receive a variety of benefits, 
including regular communications about WPA activities 
and important industry updates, discounts to pork industry 
programs throughout the year, and over $150 in coupons from 
industry partners. These benefits more than cover the $50 cost 
of membership dues.

Join or Renew Today
To help WPA continue to provide a voice for Wisconsin 

pork producers, we are asking for your membership support. 
Additional membership information will be arriving in your 
mailbox soon or you can visit www.wppa.org/membership to 
view the various membership levels and benefits available. A free 
membership option is also available. You can also call the WPA 
office at 800-822-7675 (in-state only), 608-723-7551 or email 
mmasters@wppa.org with questions about WPA membership.
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Examples of WPA activities, l-r beginning on page 2: WPA and the Pork Checkoff served pork loin samples 
at the New Glarus Beer, Bacon, and Cheese Festival; WPA members attended NPPC’s Legislative Action 
Conference where Congressman Kind spoke about the importance 
of the TPP to the pork industry; River Falls Bacon Bash attendees 
learned about the inputs required to raise a pig; Pork producers met 
with Senator Johnson to discuss ag issues; Dieticians took a bus tour 
to a pig farm; WPA board members visited 
the state capitol to lobby lawmakers on 
issues impacting the pork industry.

BRED GILTS
Over 100 F1’s Monthly

With Due Dates!
a) Lean, clean, and productive
b) Call early to reserve
c) Endorsements in your area

and a lot more: over 200 open gilts
over 100 boars monthly: Hamp, Duroc,

York, Landrace, and Blue Line

WILSON’S PRAIRIE VIEW FARM
N5627 HWY. DD,

BURLINGTON, WI 53105
1-800-334-8082 OR 262-492-6601

DATCP and DNR Rule Revisions Underway
By Jordan Lamb, DeWitt Ross & Stevens
DATCP – Updating ATCP 50, Soil and Water Resource 

Management Rule
On November 17, the Department of Agriculture, Trade and 

Consumer Protection (DATCP) Board approved a draft revised 
ATCP 50 administrative rule to go out for public hearings in 
January 2017.

The revised rule will modify the Soil and Water Resource 
Management (SWRM) program under Wis. Admin. Code  §ATCP 
50, primarily for the purpose of incorporating the changes to 
the USDA NRCS 2015 version of the 590 nutrient management 
standard.  Other proposed changes in the draft rule are designed 
to improve the administration of the SWRM program, including 
clarifying conservation compliance requirements for farmland 
preservation, cost-sharing, local ordinances, and the cancellation 
process for certified engineering practitioners.

The Department will hold public hearings on the proposed 
revisions from 2:00 to 4:00 pm and 5:30 to 7:30 pm on the dates 
and at the locations as follows:

Eau Claire: Monday, Jan. 9. Chippewa Valley Technical • 
College, Business Education Center, Room 103A, 620 W. 
Clairemont Ave.
Platteville: Thursday, Jan. 19.  UW-Platteville, Markee Pioneer • 
Student Center, University North Room, 1 University Plaza.
Appleton: Monday, Jan. 23.  Fox Valley Technical College, • 
Room A170A, (park in North Lot and enter through Entrance 
16), 1825 N. Bluemound Road.
Madison: Thursday, Jan. 26.  State Agriculture Building, • 
Room 106, 2811 Agriculture Drive.  

The text of the draft ATCP 50 rule is available online at: https://
datcp.wi.gov/Documents/ATCP50HEARINGDRAFT.pdf.  

Typically, Wisconsin requires that cost share dollars (70%) be 
offered to farmers to comply with farm conservation practices, 
including nutrient management plans, as outlined in ATCP 50.  
However, farmers who participate in the Farmland Preservation 
Program, farmers located in counties who have manure storage 
ordinances and/or livestock siting, and farmers with DNR 
permits for livestock farms over 1,000 animal units, do not have 
to be offered cost share to comply.  To review the changes that 
were made to Wisconsin’s 590 nutrient management standard, 
go to http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/nonpoint/documents/nr151/20
161028/590summary2015NPM.pdf or call the WPA office to 
receive a copy.

DNR – NR 151, Developing Targeted Performance Standard 
for Run-off Management and Agricultural Nonpoint Source 
Pollution

At their August 2016 meeting, the Wisconsin DNR Natural 
Resources Board approved a scope statement opening up Wis. 
Admin. Code § NR 151 to develop a targeted performance 
standard related to manure management in particular sensitive 
areas of the state.

The purpose of the proposed revisions is to “…establish 
agricultural nonpoint source performance standards targeted 
to abate nonpoint source pollution in areas of the state with 
shallow soils overlaying fractured bedrock (sensitive areas).”  
The department states in the scope that it has determined that 
existing statewide nonpoint source performance standards “…
have not proven sufficient to achieve groundwater or surface 
water standards in these [karst] areas.”  The rule is being opened 
as a result of groundwater contamination issues happening in 
Kewaunee County.  

The DNR plans to review recommendations regarding
         Continued on page 5
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Fate of Trans-Pacific Partnership, Pending Regulations 
Questionable During Transition

With President-Elect Donald Trump working vigorously to 
appoint members of his cabinet, the fate of a number of President 
Obama’s agenda items are yet to be determined.  

On Friday, White House officials announced the Trans-
Pacific Partnership would not pass Congress. This came after 
congressional leaders in both parties said they wouldn’t bring 
the agreement up during the lame-duck session. This isn’t 
enough to dash the hopes of NPPC. Nick Giordano, NPPC’s 
Vice President and Counsel of Global Government Affairs, is 
remaining optimistic. “Pork is going to keep pushing hard for 
trade,” said Giordano. “All hope is not lost.”

NPPC has a goal of being highly engaged with President-elect 
Trump’s administration, and they plan to remind them of the 
importance of trade and to “bring them around, not just on TPP, 
but for American agriculture.”

In addition, issues like the Waters of the United States 
(WOTUS) and GIPSA rules are yet to be finalized. House 
Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-California) and other 
Republican leadership members last week sent a letter to the 
Obama administration regulatory agency heads telling them to 
put the brakes on rulemaking.

Animal Rights Activists Win in Massachusetts
Massachusetts voters in November approved Ballot Question 

3, outlawing the use of certain housing for chickens, pigs and 
veal calves and prohibiting the sale of pork, eggs or veal from 
animals kept in such housing. The law goes into effect Jan. 1, 
2022. While only one poultry farm in Massachusetts is directly 
impacted, the law also applies to selling products knowingly 
raised in this way from out-of-state sources. Animal rights 
activists picked Massachusetts to push the initiative through as 
a springboard to start a national movement. The law is similar 
to one in California, which has seen an increase of 75 cents per 
dozen eggs since its initiative took effect Jan. 1, 2015. Opponents 
of the question warned of a similar price hike in Massachusetts 
but to no avail. NPPC was part of a coalition that opposed the 
ballot question, arguing that it dictates to Massachusetts farmers 
how to raise and care for their animals.

Right to Farm Bill Rejected
Oklahoma voters in November rejected Ballot Question 777 

that would have established constitutional farming and ranching 
rights. Placed on the ballot by the Oklahoma Legislature, the 
measure would have allowed courts to rule on any state and 
local laws regulating agricultural activities passed after Dec. 
31, 2014. The question would have allowed farmers to defend 
themselves against unjust laws, making the state more attractive 
to farmers and allowing the free market to decide best farming 

practices. Oklahoma Farm Bureau President Tom Buchanen 
stated, “Although we are disappointed in today’s vote, we will 
not waiver in our commitment to ensuring our family farmers 
and ranchers can continue to operate without fear from outside 
interest groups and provide consumers with choice when they 
go to the grocery store.” The rule was blocked by opponents 
claiming it lacked public health and environmental protections.

Strategic Investment Program
Funding for industry representation like those described above 

come directly from pork producer investment in NPPC’s Strategic 
Investment Program (SIP.)  SIP allows NPPC and Wisconsin Pork 
Association to: fight for reasonable legislation and regulation, 
develop export market opportunities, and proactively address 
issues of industry and consumer concern, including food 
safety, environment, and animal health and welfare.  Producers 
agree to contribute $0.10/$100 of market value. The ability to 
use these unrestricted funds better equips WPA and NPPC 
to respond to today’s threats on the state and national level. 

Soil, Water & Nutrient 
Management Meetings

The Department of Soil Science, in conjunction with UW-
Cooperative Extension, will be hosting eight Soil, Water, & 
Nutrient Management Meetings around the state. The purpose 
of these meetings is to provide research updates in the field of soil 
fertility, nutrient management, soil and water conservation, and 
water quality.  Each meeting will begin at 10:00 am and end at 
3:00 pm. A $45.00 registration fee will be charged for the meeting 
and includes lunch. Event organizers request participants pre-
register with the host agent at least one week before the meeting 
they wish to attend. Scheduled events and host agents are:

• Tues., Nov. 29, Dane Co., Madison, Heidi Johnson, 
608-224-3716
• Wed., Nov. 30, Monroe Co., Sparta, Bill Halfman, 
608-269-8722
• Thurs., Dec. 1, Eau Claire Co., Eau Claire, Mark Hagedorn,
715-839-4712
• Fri., Dec. 2, Adams Co., Marshfield, Richard Halopka, 
715-743-5121
• Tues., Dec. 6, Sheboygan Co., Kiel, Mike Ballweg, 
920-459-5904
• Wed., Dec. 7, Shawano Co., Cecil, Jamie Patton, 
715-526-6136
• Thurs., Dec. 8, Iowa Co., Dodgeville, Gene Schriefer, 
608-930-9850
• Fri., Dec. 9, Dodge Co., Juneau, Loretta Ortiz-Ribbing, 
920-386-3790
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DATCP, DNR Rule Revisions

Make Plans to Attend Pork/Corn/Soy Expo
Pork producers across the state are invited to attend the 2017 

Pork/Corn/Soy Expo on February 2 & 3 at the Kalahari Resort, 
Wisconsin Dells. The Wisconsin Pork Association is excited 
to again be hosting this event in conjunction with Wisconsin 
corn and soybean growers. The complete 2017 Expo program is 
available at www.cornsoyexpo.org. Some highlights include: 
   Educational Seminars

The Pork/Corn/Soy Expo provides many educational sessions 
for pork producers and corn and soybean growers. Pork specific 
seminars include: PRRS-Tips to Reduce Farm Exposure; 
Changing Pork Quality to Improve Consumer Experiences; 
and a cooking demonstration with the 2016 Taste of Elegance 
winner, Chef Michael Althen. 

PQA/TQA Certification
Training courses will be held for producers wanting to 

become PQA Plus or TQA certified or needing to renew their 
certification. PQA Plus training will be February 2 beginning 
at 8:30 a.m. and TQA training will begin February 3 at 9:00 
a.m. If you would like to participate in either of these courses, 

please contact the WPA office; Expo registration is not required 
to participate in the PQA or TQA training.   
   WPA Annual Meeting

The Wisconsin Pork Association annual meeting will be 
held Thursday, February 2, 2017 beginning at 12:00 p.m. at 
the Kalahari Resort and Convention Center. All Wisconsin 
producers are invited to attend.   

Hotel Reservations
A special $115 standard room rate is available at the Kalahari 

Feb. 1 & 2 for registered Expo attendees. Call the Kalahari at 877-
253-5466 and request the Corn/Soy Expo rate. Rooms include 
FREE waterpark passes for every registered guest each day of 
your stay. This special room rate is good through Jan. 2, 2017.

Registration
The complete 2017 Pork/Corn/Soy Expo program and 

registration form will be available soon at www.cornsoyexpo.
org. If you prefer to have a copy of the registration form mailed 
to you, please call the WPA office at 800-822-7675 (in-state only) 
or email mmasters@wppa.org.

Continued from page 3 
policies and practices for targeted areas that have been 

developed by work groups, stakeholders and federal, state 
and local agencies.  Specifically, “…the department has been 
conducting a research study of the wells in Kewaunee County 
to obtain additional scientific information and data that will 
assist in the development of recommendations.”  Any targeted 
performance standards that are developed and incorporated 
into NR 151 will then be incorporated by reference into NR 243 
(Animal Feeding Operations).

The DNR has formed a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 
to meet and provide feedback and input to the Department prior 
to the development of the draft revised NR 151 rule.  The TAC 
will meet six times from October 2016-March 2017 to evaluate 
available science, discuss options for defining sensitive areas and 
make recommendations to the Department regarding potential 
performance standards.  The Department’s goal is to have a 
final rule ready for legislative review by January of 2018.  All 
TAC meeting agendas and materials are available on the DNR’s 
website at: http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/nonpoint/nr151strategy.html.  
Several individuals representing agriculture, including Jordan 
Lamb, WPA legal counsel, are serving on the committee.

Farmers with land in the areas of the state that have Karst and 
shallow carbonate bedrock features need to pay attention to 
the development of this rule.  These areas extend in a U-shape 
across the state, from Door County south to Kenosha County, 
west to Grant County and north along the Mississippi River to 
St. Croix County (see map).  Standards that may be considered 

include: reduced manure spreading rates; incorporation and 
injection requirements; fertilizer and manure application timing 
requirements; manure pathogen reduction requirements; soil 
map depth verification; and manure and fertilizer setback 
requirements from public and private wells and from direct 
conduits to groundwater.

The above map depicts areas with Karst and shallow carbonate bedrock.
Areas with carbonate bedrock within 50 feet of the land surface are 
particularly vulnerable to groundwater contamination. Map courtesy 
UW-Extension Wisconsin Geological and Natural History Survey. 
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Proposed Changes
Continued from front
• Commercial swine purchased from a commingled auction, 

sale or exhibition:  the certificate of veterinary inspection 
shall include a report of a negative PRRS/PEDv test from the 
swine’s herd of origin conducted within 90 days of movement 
into Wisconsin; a statement that all the swine commingled at 
the auction, sale or exhibition had a negative PRRS/PEDv test 
from their respective herds of origin conducted within 90 days 
of movement to the auction, sale or exhibition; and a statement 
from the veterinarian that there are no clinical signs of PRRS 
and PEDv at the time of inspection.

• For all other commercial swine:  the certificate of veterinary 
inspection must state that the PRRS/PEDv status of the herd of 
origin is negative. 

• Pigs that do not meet the requirements above must get 
an import permit from DATCP. The imported swine will be 
quarantined until a herd plan is approved by DATCP.

Changes for moving commercial swine in Wisconsin:
• Pigs moving within Wisconsin (i.e. from one premise to 

another) must originate from a herd that has tested negative for 
PEDv and PRRS within 90 days of movement. 

• If the swine are not tested prior to movement or herd of 
origin tests positive, DATCP will quarantine the herd of origin 
until a herd plan is approved by DATCP. 

• The testing requirement does not apply to swine that are 
moved direct to slaughter or if the movement is to one exhibition 
prior to being shipped to slaughter.

Allowing testing within 90 days of movement will allow pigs 
from jackpot shows to have one test early in the spring to travel 
to a number of shows throughout the season. Testing can be 
done by hanging a cotton rope in a group of pigs to collect saliva, 
and does not require an on-farm visit from a veterinarian. The 
samples can easily be collected by the farm owner, but must be 
submitted through an accredited veterinarian to a diagnostics 
lab. 

Templates for herd health plans are being developed by a team  

 
of veterinarians, which will allow a producer and their farm 
vet to easily adopt a herd health plan and have the quarantine 
lifted. 

Previous Wisconsin Actions
Pork producers who have had their pig herds exposed 

to Porcine Reproductive or Respiratory Syndrome (PRRS) 
or Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea (PED) virus understand the 
economic and herd health challenges that result. In Wisconsin, 
producers, veterinarians and other industry representatives 
started meeting in 2011 to discuss ways to reduce the frequency 
of PRRS in-state. Initial steps included assessment of prevalence, 
producer education, and voluntary regional control. WPA’s 
Swine Health Committee offered rope test kits at no charge to 
farmers, and also paid for lab submission and testing costs, as 
long as the results were shared with the association. 

Following those initial steps, the committee began discussions 
to request that the PRRS status be disclosed on Certificate of 
Veterinary Inspection (CVI) forms for pigs coming into the 
state. In Sept. 2013, the Swine Health Committee submitted a 
rule change request to DATCP that would require a statement 
disclosing PEDv and PRRS status of the herd of origin, if known, 
to be included on the CVI of any imported swine. This has 
allowed the state to raise producer awareness on the health status 
of pigs they are receiving, and to send a signal to other states that 
are shipping pigs to Wisconsin that we want to make progress 
in combating these two viruses. A review of the Certificates of 
Vet Inspection for pigs entering the state in 2015 showed that 
14% of the pigs had unknown status listed for PRRS and 49% for 
PEDv. Pigs entering the state that had no status listed were 10% 
for both PRRS and PEDv. 

Voluntary testing at fairs has taken place since 2013. Results 
have shown that there have been no pigs with active PRRS or 
PEDv present at the fairs that have tested. However, there have 
been multiple cases that show pigs present at fairs have had 
previous exposure to both viruses. 

Discovery Farms Annual Conference Dec. 13
On December 13, 2016 in Wisconsin Dells, UW Discovery 

Farms will host its 5th annual conference that is geared towards 
farmers and emphasizes strategies that work on farms and for 
water quality. The conference will bring together farmers, farm 
advisors and experts to apply science and experience to today’s 
hot topics. All in attendance can expect to leave with new ideas 
and practical tips that can be applied to their situation.  

 Two farmer panels and four speakers will cover the hot 
topics of soil health, cover crops, tile drainage, and manure 
management. Hear researchers from Canada, Iowa, Minnesota, 
and Wisconsin dive into data and pull out thought provoking 
and applicable information. Innovative farmers will continue 

the discussion with panels on solutions to common cover crop 
problems and examples of innovative ways to handle liquid and 
solid manure. This conference will provide valuable information 
to all farmers interested in continuing to improve soil and water 
resources while preserving farm productivity and profitability.

The conference will be held on December 13th from 9:00am 
to 3:45pm at the Glacier Canyon Conference Center, Wilderness 
Resort in Wisconsin Dells. Wisconsin Pork Association is a 
sponsor of the program and WPA members are eligible for a 
discounted $40 registration rate that includes a noon meal. To 
register, go to www.uwdiscoveryfarms.org or call 715.983.5668.
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penicillin, sulfas, tetracycline and other drugs like Tylan—to 
name a few. Likewise, the medications you purchase at a farm 
store which are mixed into water will also need a prescription.  

Th is VFD will require a written or electronic prescription 
which will include name of drug, contact information of the 
client and veterinarian, approximate number of pigs to treat, 
location of pigs (including a premise identifi cation number), 
dosage or inclusion rate, duration of treatment, date issued and 
expiration date.  Since it is a veterinary prescription, it must have 
a veterinarian’s signature.  

Veterinarians, feed dealers, and farmers will all have an 
obligation to maintain VFD records for two years.  Th e VFD 
must be signed and delivered to the feed mill before they can 
mix, load, and deliver the product.  

Th e exact process of how the VFD is implemented between 
the farmer, veterinarian, and feed mill is still being formulated. 
If you are currently using a medication found on the VFD list, 
you should fi rst determine if this medication is needed in your 
operation’s animal health protocols.  Th en consult with your 
herd veterinarian to discuss the logistics when new pigs arrive 
to your operation.

Start planning now for the future changes.  Find a veterinarian 
who is knowledgeable about swine medicine, and would like to 
have you as a client. Develop the relationship between all parties 
involved including the farmer, veterinarian and feed supplier. 
Discuss farm animal health protocols to justify if VFD products 
are even needed. 

For me an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure, or an 
ounce of pre-VFD discussion and changes in protocols might be 
worth a pound of post January 1, 2017 VFD phone calls when 
the pigs are sick.   As always—enjoy the pork. 

By Zen Miller, UW-Extension Dairy Livestock Agent and Swine 
Team Leader

Th e new Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD) established by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) will go into eff ect 
January 1, 2017. Th e goals are to: promote judicious use of 
antibiotics, protect public health, and help limit the development 
of microbial resistance to antibiotics.  What does this mean for 
all the swine farmers in the state of Wisconsin?  What do the 
4-H and FFA members need to do next year to be ready for this 
regulation implementation? What do the farmers who raise just 
a few pigs need to know?

You need to develop a valid veterinarian-client–patient 
relationship (VCPR). Th is concept has been discussed each 
year in Meat Animal Quality Assurance (MAQA) for youth 
and adult Pork Quality Assurance (PQA) trainings. So, will 
the veterinarians who want to practice swine medicine please 
stand up and be counted? Let producers know you have basic 
swine knowledge in addition to fi rsthand experience with swine 
disease and other production practices. 

Th e VCPR requires a veterinarian to be involved on the farmer’s 
operation to make sound medical judgments about animal health 
and medical treatment, make visits to examine animals in order 
to make a diagnosis, and provide follow-up treatment. In some 
parts of Wisconsin fi nding a swine veterinarian is not a problem; 
however, in other areas veterinarians have limited knowledge to 
provide care for swine. 

Th e burden of responsibility does not solely lie on veterinarians 
as swine farmers need to step forward and make connections as 
well.  Aft er December 31, 2016, you will no longer be able to call 
the feed store and purchase feed with animal medications that are 
deemed medically important for human medicine. Th is includes 

Insurance Company
Rural Mutual www.ruralins.com

As the leading insurer of Wisconsin farms, we recognize that agribusiness requires special protection. After all, your farm is 
your home, your business, and a considerable capital investment.

To protect what’s important to you, call 1-877-219-9550 or visit our website and we can show you the variety of coverage’s 
available to address all your insurance needs.   

Premiums Paid Here, Stay Here To Keep Wisconsin Strong.

Will the Swine Vets Stand Up and Producers Step Forward?
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CALENDAR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

DECEMBER
7 ~ WPA Board of Directors Meeting
13 ~ Discovery Farms Winter Conference, Wisc. Dells
26 ~ WPA Offi ce Closed

JANUARY
2 ~ WPA Offi ce Closed
11 ~ WPA Board of Directors Meeting
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2 ~ WPA Annual Meeting, Wisc. Dells
2 ~ Taste of Elegance, Wisc. Dells
2~3 ~ Pork/Corn/Soy Expo, Wisc. Dells

President - Bill Gnatzig, Roberts
715-760-0781  gnatzig@dishup.us
Vice President - Jim Magolski, New London
920-250-5065  magolski727@gmail.com
Secretary - Jessica Boehm, Stoughton
608-692-2733  boehm_jessicar@yahoo.com
Treasurer - Mike Salter, Black Creek
920-739-0403  ikehalter@aol.com
Nathan Brickl, Sauk City 
608-588-9625  nbrickl@hanorusa.com
Ray Ibeling, Clinton
608-751-3513  Ibelingfamily3@aol.com 
Brian Klubertanz, Waterloo
920-296-0599  klubertb@hotmail.com
Shannon Wolf, Lancaster
608-723-2692  wolfershannon@msn.com
Jonathan Wyttenbach, Sauk City
608-347-6135  maizenbacon@yahoo.com
NPPC Representative - AV Roth, Wauzeka
608-476-2377  avhroth@aol.com


