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In This Issue:

The past few months have kept us 
busy, as we’re sure is true for many of you 
working in the fields and getting started 
on spring and summer projects.

We ended March with the WPS Farm 
Show in Oshkosh, where WPA sold pork 
sandwiches to attendees. We are sincerely 
thankful for everyone who volunteered 
their time to help us run the food stand or 
came by to purchase a sandwich.

April  was filled with attending several 
annual meetings and conferences with 
our industry partners, along with NPPC’s 
Legislative Action Conference. 

We’re now gearing up for summer pork 
promotions and our biggest fundraiser 
of the year, the Pork Schoppe at the WI 
State Fair. If you are interested in helping 
out at any of our summer events, please 
let us know!

  Tammy & Mandy

From the Staff . . .

WPA members (l-r) Mike Salter, John Lader, AV Roth and Tammy 
Vaassen (not shown) attended NPPC’s Spring Legislative Action 
Conference in Washington, D.C. where they lobbied Wisconsin 
legislators on important agricultural issues. See NPPC Strategic 
Investment Program Updates on page 5 for additional details.

High Capacity Well Bill  
Heads to Governor

By Jordan Lamb, DeWitt Ross & Stevens
On May 2, 2017, the Wisconsin State Legislature passed Senate Bill 76, 

which provides certainty to Wisconsin high capacity well owners with regard 
to repair, replacement, reconstruction and transfer of ownership of existing 
high capacity wells.  This legislation also directs the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources to study the hydrology of three lakes in the Central 
Sands region of the state – Pleasant Lake, Plainfield Lake and Long Lake.

SB 76 addresses DNR’s authority related to existing high capacity wells 
– wells that have already been DNR-approved, but are in need of repair, 
reconstruction or replacement.   These existing wells have had mechanical or 
structural failures that need to be addressed.  In some cases, the wells simply 
have reached a point of disrepair where they must be re-drilled.  This is a 
“replacement well.” 

      Continued on page 7
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A rule that is being proposed to control costly pig viruses in 
Wisconsin is moving forward following public hearings and 
comment period that ended in April. Th e proposed rule has 
been updated as a result of the comments received from pork 
producers and industry members.  Th e changes include:

Updated testing requirements - the original rule proposed 
testing standards for farms with less than 30 pigs and more than 
30 pigs. Th e updated rule now further defi nes the number of 
samples that should be submitted based on the sample collection 
method used. It also addresses some of the comments received 
about the cost of testing for smaller herds. Th e new language 
states that for herds using a cotton rope to collect saliva and 
having less than 150 swine, one pooled sample shall be collected 
and tested; and for herds with 150 or more swine, three pooled 
samples shall be collected and tested. Th e updated version also 
further clarifi es that samples can be taken by collecting blood 
from 8 pigs for any sized herd. Generally, the goal for testing is 
to determine with 90% confi dence that the diseases would be 
identifi ed if present at 30% prevalence in the herd.  

Broadened from PEDv to SECD - Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea 
virus is considered in the larger category of Swine Enteric 
Coronavirus Disease (SECD.) As such, the language in the rule 
has been updated to cover SECD in the broader category. Th is 
would then include both Porcine Delta Coronavirus and Porcine 
Epidemic Diarrhea virus in the testing requirements. Th is will 
not increase testing costs for producers, as the lab fee for running 
a combined SECD PCR test is the same as running just a PEDv 
PCR test.  

Generally, the goals of the rule are to control and reduce 
prevalence of PRRS and SECD, and to prevent spread on positive 
sites. Th e draft  rule requires a report of a negative PRRS and 
SECD test from the swine’s herd of origin within 90 days prior 

THE #1 INSURER OF FARMS IN WISCONSIN IS 
REWARDING POLICYHOLDERS
Introducing the Rural Mutual 
Farm Dividend Program

Pre
miums Paid Here, Stay Here

To Keep Wisconsin Strong.

FARM DIVIDEND PROGRAM

5Up to Back

For more information about the farm dividend program and how 
you may qualify, call 877-219-9550 or contact your local Rural 
Mutual agent. 

Insurance Company
Rural Mutual

 www.ruralins.com/farm-dividend
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Introducing the Rural Mutual 
Farm Dividend Program

PRRS/PEDv Rule Moves Forward After Comments
to movement into the state. In addition, swine moving from one 
premise to another premise within the state must also have a 
negative herd test within 90 days prior to movement. In either case, 
if pigs test positive, the pigs, herd or both would be quarantined 
until a herd plan is 
developed by the producer 
and his veterinarian 
and approved by the 
Wisconsin Department of 
Agriculture. Th e goal of 
the herd plan is to bring 
the herd to negative PRRS 
and SECD status and limit 
the spread of the disease. 
Template herd plans will 
be available for producers 
and veterinarians.

Th e updated rule will 
next go to the Wisconsin 
Department of Agriculture, 
Trade and Consumer 
Protection Board for 
approval.  Following that, it 
will go to Governor Walker 
for approval and then to 
the Wisconsin legislature. Th e legislature may host hearings for 
additional feedback. Th e anticipated eff ective date of the rule 
will be sometime during the spring of 2018.

An updated version of the rule language can be obtained 
by contacting the WPA offi  ce. In addition, WPA has posted a 
number of resources for producers at www.wppa.org/proposed-
changes-control-prrspedv/. 

One way to collect samples for PRRS 
and PEDv testing is to use a cotton 
rope to collect saliva. Contact a UW-
Extension Swine Team member or 
the WPA offi  ce for more details on 
ordering rope kits such as the one 
shown here.
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County Fairs Asked to Test for PRRS and PEDv
For the past four years, the Wisconsin Pork Association 

Swine Health Committee has teamed together with UW-
Extension and county fairs to group test pigs at fairs for Porcine 
Reproductive and Respiratory Syndrome (PRRS) and Porcine 
Epidemic Diarrhea virus (PEDv). An on-farm testing program 
has also been available for PRRS since 2011. The goal of the 
testing program is to help determine prevalence of virus in the 
Wisconsin swine herd and to establish communication tools 
between industry partners to help decrease spread. The results 
are used only for review by the WPA Swine Health Committee.  
Since tests conducted at fairs are collected in groups of pigs, it is 
not possible to trace back to any one farm.

Through the program, WPA has paid for the cost of the rope 
tests that are used to collect saliva samples and for the costs 
associated with veterinary and lab submissions, as long as the 
results are provided to the association. The testing process 
involves hanging a rope in a pen of pigs, who then chew on the 
rope. The rope is removed and saliva is collected for testing at a 
veterinary laboratory for “markers” of the two viral diseases. 

In 2016, nine county fairs participated in the testing program.  

Five of the nine county fair samples tested positive with the 
ELISA PRRS test; all were negative with the PCR test.  According 
to veterinarians, the PRRS positive ELISA results indicate that 
the pigs had been previously exposed to either field strain virus 
or modified live vaccine. The negative PCR results indicate that 
the pigs were not currently shedding the PRRS virus in their 
oral fluids at the time of the test. All of the PEDv samples were 
negative.  

The Swine Health Committee, along with the UW-Extension 
Swine Team, is looking to secure additional counties who might 
be interested in participating in the fair testing this summer.  For 
additional details, contact one of the following individuals.

Zen Miller, UW-Extension Outagamie County  •	
Zen.Miller@outagamie.org, (920) 832-5119
Lyssa Seefeldt, UW-Extension Marquette County •	
lyssa.seefeldt@ces.uwex.edu, (608) 297-3136
Adam Hady, UW-Extension Richland County •	
adam.hady@ces.uwex.edu, (608) 647-6148
Tammy Vaassen, Wisconsin Pork Association •	
tvaassen@wppa.org, (608) 723-7551

Producers Reminded to  
Submit Checkoff

The National Pork Board has responsibility for Checkoff-
funded research, promotion and consumer information projects 
and for communicating with pork producers and the public. 
Through a legislative national Pork Checkoff, pork producers 
invest $0.40 for each $100 value of hogs sold. Importers of pork 
products contribute a like amount, based on a formula. Pork 
producers are reminded to submit their checkoff assessment on 
all classes of swine, including feeder and wean pigs, seedstock, 
or market hogs.

The Pork Checkoff funds national and state programs in 
advertising, consumer information, retail and foodservice 
marketing, export market promotion, production improvement, 
science and technology, swine health, pork safety and 
sustainability and environmental management. 

For information on Checkoff-funded programs or how to 
remit checkoff collections, pork producers can call the Pork 
Checkoff Service Center at (800) 456-7675 or check the Internet 
at pork.org.  You can also contact Wisconsin Pork Association at 
1-800-822-7675 or tvaassen@wppa.org.  

WPA Plans Summer  
Pork Promotions

Wisconsin Pork Association will be promoting pork at several 
events throughout the next few months. With grilling season at 
its peak and a large supply of pork available, it’s perfect timing 
to provide great grilling recipes, educate consumers about the 
proper cooking temperature for pork, and show how pork can 
be a versatile and economical protein choice. 

On June 10th, WPA will again participate in the New Glarus 
Beer, Bacon and Cheese Festival. The National Pork Board’s 
WeCareSM trailer will be there and we’ll be handing out grilled 
pork loin samples to the 2500 people planning to attend. 

In July, we’ll be hosting a pork education day and farm tours 
for teachers and dieticians. These individuals are educating youth 
and health-conscious consumers about the pork industry and 
influencing meal decisions; therefore providing this audience 
with correct information about our farms and including pork as 
part of a healthy diet is increasingly important.

On August 31, the WeCareSM trailer will again be in Wisconsin 
to promote pork at a Green Bay Packers game. WPA will be 
providing grilled pork samples during a tailgate event prior to 
kickoff.

If you are interested in volunteering at any of these events, 
please contact the WPA office for more details.



NATIONAL PORK PRODUCERS COUNCIL
STRATEGIC INVESTMENT PROGRAM UPDATES
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NPPC Supports New Regulatory Reform Legislation
NPPC has joined more than 50 agriculture organizations in a 

letter supporting regulatory reform legislation. The “Regulatory 
Accountability Act,” introduced by Sens. Rob Portman, R-Ohio, 
and Heidi Heitkamp, D-N.D., calls for significantly higher 
federal agency scrutiny of new rules before they can be proposed, 
including a cost-benefit analysis of rules that would have a 
significant economic impact. In May, the legislation cleared the 
Senate Homeland Security Committee and it now heads to the 
full Senate for a vote. NPPC strongly supports this important 
legislation, which increases transparency of the rule-making 
process while allowing for more congressional oversight and 
reasonable, science-based regulation.

NPPC Asks Pork Producers to Urge USDA to  
Withdraw ‘GIPSA’ Rule

NPPC is continuing its efforts to get the Trump administration 
to withdraw the Obama-era Farmer Fair Practices Rules related 
to the buying and selling of livestock. Written by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Grain Inspection, Packers and 
Stockyards Administration (GIPSA), it includes two proposed 
regulations and an interim final rule, the latter of which is set 
to become effective Oct. 19. A new proposed GIPSA rule will 
determine what USDA should do with the interim final rule; 
it has a 60-day period, which expires June 12, for the public 
to submit comments on whether the agency should: allow the 
interim final rule to become effective, suspend it indefinitely, 
delay its effective date or withdraw the regulation.

The interim final rule would broaden the scope of the Packers 
and Stockyards Act (PSA) of 1921 related to using “unfair, unjustly 
discriminatory or deceptive practices” and to giving “undue 
or unreasonable preferences or advantages.” Specifically, the 
regulation would deem such actions per se violations of federal 
law even if they didn’t harm competition or cause competitive 
injury, prerequisites for winning PSA cases. The federal appeals 
courts in eight of the circuits have held that harm to competition 
must be an element of a PSA case. NPPC has argued that the 
interim final rule would prompt an explosion in PSA lawsuits 
by turning every contract dispute into a federal case subject to 
triple damages and that the inevitable costs associated with that 
legal uncertainty could lead to further vertical integration of the 
pork industry, driving packers to own more of their own hogs.

Trump Agrees to Renegotiate Rather  
Than Withdraw from NAFTA

After pleas from NPPC and other U.S. agricultural groups, 
the Trump administration agreed to renegotiate rather than 
withdraw from the North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA). NPPC previously urged the president to ensure there 
are no disruptions in U.S. pork exports to Canada and Mexico 

and to make sure that in any renegotiated deal tariffs remain 
at zero for pork traded in North America. Canada is the No. 4 
market for U.S. pork exports, and Mexico is No. 2. Last year, the 
U.S. pork industry shipped almost $799 million of pork to the 
former and nearly $1.4 billion to the latter.

On May 18, the Trump administration sent to Congress a 
letter notifying lawmakers of its intent to renegotiate NAFTA 
with Canada and Mexico. The letter initiates a 90-day period in 
which Trump trade officials must consult with Congress on the 
objectives of the trade talks. Thirty days prior to negotiations 
starting, the administration must make public a “detailed and 
comprehensive summary of the specific objectives” for a new 
agreement.

Since NAFTA went into effect Jan. 1, 1994, U.S. trade north and 
south of the borders has more than tripled, growing more rapidly 
than U.S. trade with the rest of the world. Canada and Mexico 
are the two largest destinations for U.S. goods and services, 
accounting for more than one-third of total U.S. exports, adding 
$80 billion to the U.S. economy and supporting more than 3 
million American jobs, according to data from the Office of the 
U.S. Trade Representative. In fact, U.S. manufacturing exports to 
Canada and Mexico have increased nearly 260 percent over the 
past 23 years, and U.S. farm exports to the countries have grown 
by more than 150 percent.

Organic Livestock and Poultry Rule Delayed Six Months
The Trump administration has announced it will again delay 

the Obama-era Organic Livestock and Poultry Practices Rule, 
pushing back the effective date to Nov. 14 from May 19. It 
originally was set to become effective March 20. NPPC, which 
opposes the regulation because it would incorporate animal 
welfare standards that are not based on science and that are 
outside the scope of the existing organic food law, hailed the 
move. The Organic Food Production Act of 1990 limited 
consideration of livestock as organic to feeding and medication 
practices. The proposed new animal welfare standards for the 
National Organic Program, if enacted, would be the first time 
such criteria are codified in federal law. The new standards include 
animal production practices that have nothing to do with the 
concept of organic; add complexity to the organic certification 
process, creating significant barriers to existing and new organic 
producers; and jeopardize animal and public health.

Perdue Announces New USDA Trade-Focused Position
Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue Thursday announced 

that the U.S. Department of Agriculture is establishing an 
undersecretary for trade and foreign agricultural affairs, a 
position NPPC and others in agriculture fought to get included 
in the 2014 Farm Bill. The organization, expressing its pleasure

     Continued on page 5 
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USDA Urging Farmers to 
Participate in 2017 Ag Census

SIP UPDATES
Continued from page 4

 with the Trump administration’s recognition of the importance 
of exports to U.S. agriculture, said the new undersecretary 
can help convey the U.S. pork industry’s message to the 
administration that it should work to preserve and expand 
foreign market access for U.S. agricultural products. NPPC said 
it will work with the undersecretary to advance trade policies 
that will be beneficial for U.S. agriculture, including free trade 
agreements that eliminate all tariff and non-tariff barriers to U.S. 
pork products.

Pork Producers Lobby Congress on Important Issues
NPPC held its spring Legislative Action Conference April 

5-6 in Washington, D.C., with about 125 pork producers from 
19 states attending the biannual fly-in. Among the issues on 
which producers lobbied their congressional lawmakers were 
getting a free trade agreement with Japan and maintaining in 
the North American Free Trade Agreement zero-tariff market 
access for pork being exported to Mexico and Canada. They 
also urged members of Congress to support establishing a Foot-
and-Mouth Disease vaccine bank, repealing a U.S. Department 
of Agriculture regulation – the so-called GIPSA rule – that 
would restrict the buying and selling of livestock and reforming 
the immigration system to ensure that the industry has access 
to a stable workforce. The organization’s Capitol Hill-famous 
congressional reception, renamed the Congressional Bacon Fest, 
drew a large crowd of pork producers, congressional staffers and 
members of Congress.

 Make Plans to Attend World Pork Expo
The 2017 World Pork Expo - the world’s largest pork-specific 

trade show -  offers hundreds of exhibitors, free educational 
seminars, live hog shows and sales, networking opportunities and 
more, making it a must-attend event for all pork professionals. 
Brought to you by NPPC, World Pork Expo takes place from 
Wednesday, June 7 through Friday June 9 at the Iowa State 
Fairgrounds in Des Moines. 

Individuals heading to Expo can register online at www.
worldpork.org through June 1 and receive a discounted rate 
of $10 per adult which covers all three days of Expo. On-site 
registration will be $20 per adult. For additional details on the 
Expo schedule, seminars, and events, visit www.worldpork.org.

Strategic Investment Program
Funding for industry representation like those described above 

come directly from pork producer investment in NPPC’s Strategic 
Investment Program (SIP.)  SIP allows NPPC and Wisconsin Pork 
Association to: fight for reasonable legislation and regulation, 
develop export market opportunities, and proactively address 
issues of industry and consumer concern, including food 
safety, environment, and animal health and welfare.  Producers 
agree to contribute $0.10/$100 of market value. The ability to 
use these unrestricted funds better equips WPA and NPPC 
to respond to today’s threats on the state and national level. 

America’s farmers and ranchers soon will be able to take part 
in the 2017 Census of Agriculture. Conducted every five years 
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS), the census is a complete count of all 
U.S. farms, ranches, and those who operate them. It will be 
mailed at the end of this year. The census highlights land use 
and ownership, operator characteristics, production practices, 
income and expenditures and other topics. 

Producers who are new to farming or did not receive a Census 
of Agriculture in 2012 still have time to sign up to receive the 
2017 census report form going to www.agcounts.usda.gov/cgi-
bin/counts/ before the end of June. NASS defines a farm as any 
place from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products were 
produced and sold, or normally would have been sold, during 
the census year. For more information about the 2017 Census 
of Agriculture and to see how census data are used, visit www.
agcensus.usda.gov or call (800) 727-9540.

WPA Mentorship Program participants Darby Guse and Sarah 
Strathman recently completed their first industry job shadows 
as part of the program. WPA requires each individual complete 
at least three job shadows over the duration of the year-long 
program.

Darby completed her first job shadow at Surpass, Inc. in 
Osceola, WI. Surpass is a contract research organization 
specializing in preclinical services for medical devices and 
pharmaceuticals; some of this research is conducted using large 
animal models, including pigs. During her visit, Darby spent 
time in the pathology lab, observed a surgery and necropsy, and 
worked with the animal care team to learn about the daily checks 
they complete. 

Sarah’s first job shadow in the program was with the Hanor 
Company in Spring Green. This job shadow provided Sarah with 
an opportunity to spend a morning in one of Hanor’s sow units 
learning about sow and piglet care. Later in the day, she met 
with various individuals on Hanor’s leadership team to learn 
more about the company’s sow management systems, veterinary 
practices, and finishing and marketing channels.

In addition to completing more job shadows the remainder of 
the year, Darby and Sarah will also attend World Pork Expo, a 
WPA board meeting, and help manage the Pork Schoppe at the 
Wisconsin State Fair.

WPA Mentors Complete 
Industry Job Shadows
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Wisconsin Legislative Updates
By Jordan Lamb, DeWitt Ross & Stevens 
NR 151 Technical Advisory Committee Concludes Work
In March, the DNR’s Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) on 

revisions to Wis. Admin. Code s. NR 151, Wisconsin’s nonpoint 
source pollution performance standards and prohibitions, 
concluded its work.  Earlier in 2016, the DNR issued a scope 
statement to open NR 151 in order to develop a targeted 
performance standard to address land spreading of manure on 
soils in sensitive areas of the state — i.e. where depth to bedrock 
is shallow and the bedrock is fractured (also described as karst 
topography).  The TAC met from October 2016 through March 
2017 in order to provide input to the Department as they develop 
a draft rule revision.  It is expected that a draft rule will be sent to 
the NR Board for review this summer.  

The status of this rulemaking, as well as the TAC agendas, 
meeting minutes and materials that were reviewed by the TAC 
are all available on the DNR’s website at http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/
nonpoint/nr151strategy.html.  

State Budget Debate is Underway
The Joint Committee on Finance has started voting on and 

amending provisions in the 2017-19 biennial budget as proposed 
by Governor Walker.  This review and action by the JFC will 
continue at least through May 2017, when a revised bill will be 
delivered to both houses of the legislature for review by the full 
membership.  At the time of this writing, the JFC had not yet 
taken any action on DATCP or DNR budget items.  However, 
the following are some of the budget issues that are of interest to 
Wisconsin farmers.

Restructure Agricultural Chemical Licenses and Surcharges.  The 
Governor’s budget restructures the agrichemical management 
fund (ACM) and agricultural chemical cleanup program (ACCP) 
to modernize the fee and license structure for pesticides, fertilizers, 
soil or plant additives and inspections. The restructuring will reduce 
fees for license and permit holders, and provide opportunities 
for fee holidays when the fund balance in the program reaches a 

certain threshold. It also 
increases the cap on the 
lifetime reimbursement 
for cleanup awards 
under ACCP from 
$400,000 to $650,000. 
This restructuring will 
help prevent raids of the 
programs’ revenues to 
fund other programs.  

Soil and Water 
Resource Management 
Grants/ Bonding.  The 
Governor’s budget 
provides an additional 
$1.65 million during 
the biennium for 

cost-sharing nonpoint source abatement projects and other 
land and water conservation activities performed by counties. 
Total funding for the program is set at $6.65 million over the 
biennium. This funding level is consistent with prior budgets 
and is important to address nonpoint source pollution in 
Wisconsin.

Producer-Led Watershed Protection Grants.  The Governor’s 
budget maintains funding of $500,000 over two years for 
producer-led watershed grants. The current program was created 
last budget and was well-received by farmers and communities 
committed to nonpoint source pollution abatement. Fourteen 
producer-led watershed protection grants were issued in 2016. 
The program is widely-accepted and should be maintained.  

Wisconsin Livestock Identification Consortium (WLIC).  
Wisconsin’s livestock premises registration law requires anyone 
who keeps, houses or co-mingles livestock to register their 
premises with the non-profit Wisconsin Livestock Identification 
Consortium (WLIC).  The WLIC maintains the livestock premises 
information and is key to protect animal health and market 
access. The importance of this program was best demonstrated 
by DATCP’s rapid response during the avian influenza outbreak 
in 2015.  WLIC funding should be maintained or increased in 
this budget cycle. 

Additional Staff for DNR CAFO Program.  Wisconsin farmers 
support additional staff and positions at DNR to review and 
respond to WPDES permits for CAFOs. The Governor’s budget 
converts $114,600 GPR annually with 2.0 GPR positions to 
environmental improvement fund (EIF) and the positions 
would work on wastewater permitting activities, including 
concentrated animal feeding operations (CAFOs), respond to 
citizen concerns related to contaminated groundwater and safe 
drinking water, and providing resources to communities related 
to water programs. 

BRED GILTS
Over 100 F1’s Monthly

With Due Dates!
a) Lean, clean, and productive
b) Call early to reserve
c) Endorsements in your area

and a lot more: over 200 open gilts
over 100 boars monthly: Hamp, Duroc,

York, Landrace, and Blue Line

WILSON’S PRAIRIE VIEW FARM
N5627 HWY. DD,

BURLINGTON, WI 53105
1-800-334-8082 OR 262-492-6601

Save the date for the 18th annual Pork Classic golf outing to 
be held Wednesday, September 6th. We will be returning to the 
Windwood of Watertown. 

The Pork Classic is planned by WPA for the purpose of 
allowing pork industry professionals to network and raise funds 
to support advocacy and legislative activities on behalf of the 
Wisconsin pork industry. 

Four person teams may register or individuals may sign up and 
we’ll put together a team for you. Registration includes 18 holes 
golf, cart, promotional gift, lunch, reception and dinner, along 
with hole, team, and door prizes. Sponsorship opportunities are 
also available. Watch for more details coming soon!

Save the Date: Pork Classic 
Golf Outing September 6
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Continued from front
Under SB 76, these repaired or replaced wells would not 

be allowed to pump any more water than had originally been 
approved by the DNR. Replacement wells would have to be 
drilled within 75 feet of the original well, cannot be moved 
into a Groundwater Protection Area and the same standards 
and conditions that were imposed on the original well will be 
imposed on the repaired or replaced well. Thus, the net result of 
this legislation on new groundwater pumping is zero. However, 
the most current building codes and well-drilling standards 
would be applied to the construction of a replacement well or 
reconstructed well. 

The ability to transfer existing wells to the next generation of 
farmers, or other owners of farmland on which existing wells 
are located, is critical for farm planning and to protect property 
values and results in no additional groundwater pumping by 
those wells. The transfer of ownership provisions in SB 76 are 
critical to protect current investments that have been made in 
irrigated farmland.  Wisconsin bankers and other farm credit 
associations have loaned money to farmers based, in part, on 
existing farm assets, which include existing wells.  The value of 
this land essentially includes its value as irrigated land.  This 
legislation allows farmers to rely on their approved high capacity 
wells as a farm asset.  

Importantly, this legislation requires a hydrologic study of 
three identified lakes in the Central Sands region of Wisconsin – 
Pleasant Lake, Plainfield Lake and Long Lake. After the study is 
complete, the DNR must take the results out for public comment 
and then deliver a report to the legislature.  We believe that these 
studies are critical to understanding the interaction between 
groundwater and surface water in these areas.  This scientific 
review will hopefully generate reliable data upon which any 
necessary future regulations can be developed.

Finally, this bill does require any new well or any existing well 
that is repaired, replaced or transferred in a designated study 
area (i.e., specific areas in the Central Sands region of Wisconsin) 
to have a water meter and report water usage using that meter.  
Importantly, all high capacity wells already report water usage 

High Capacity Well Legislation

Volunteer Group Needed

WPA Pork Schoppe
at WI State Fair

Thursday, August 3
3:30 - 10:00 p.m.

 
Call the WPA office at 608-723-7551 or email 
mmasters@wppa.org if you know of a group 

that might be interested.

to the DNR annually in March.  These reports are submitted 
annually but contain monthly water usage amounts for each 
well.  Some farmers calculate their actual water pumped using 
a formula based on the hourly pumping capacity of the well and 
the length of time the well was operated, rather than a flow meter 
placed directly on the well.  This new metering requirement is 
expensive, but it may assist with the generation of more precise 
data in the study areas.

Senate Bill 76 has received final approval by the Wisconsin 
legislature and now awaits consideration by Governor Walker.
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CALENDAR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 
JUNE
7-9 ~ World Pork Expo, Des Moines
10 ~ Beer, Bacon & Cheese Festival, New Glarus
13 ~ WPA Board of Directors Meeting, Janesville
14 ~ Rock County Pork Fest, Janesville

JULY
9-12 ~ National Pork Industry Conference, WI Dells
11 ~ WPA Board of Directors Meeting, WI Dells
25 ~ Pork Farm Tours & Education Day, Appleton

AUGUST
3-13 ~ Pork Schoppe at WI State Fair, West Allis
23 ~ WPA Board of Directors Meeting
31 ~ WeCareSM Trailer Packers Tailgate, Green Bay

President - Jim Magolski, New London
920-250-5065  magolski727@gmail.com 
Vice-President - Jonathan Wyttenbach, Sauk City 
608-347-6135  maizenbacon@yahoo.com 
Secretary - Jessica Boehm, Stoughton 
608-692-2733  boehm_jessicar@yahoo.com 
Treasurer - Mike Salter, Black Creek 
920-739-0403  ikehalter@aol.com 
Nathan Brickl, Sauk City  
608-588-9625  nbrickl@hanorusa.com 
Ray Ibeling, Clinton 
608-751-3513  Ibelingfamily3@aol.com 
Tom Knauer, Avalon 
608-883-2838  tjknauer@gmail.com 
Brian Klubertanz, Waterloo 
920-296-0599  klubertb@hotmail.com 
Shannon Wolf, Lancaster 
608-723-2692  wolfershannon@msn.com 
NPPC Representative - AV Roth, Wauzeka 
608-476-2377  avhroth@aol.com


